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OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS 
There were two articles | found in- 
teresting in the April 1993 issue. One 
was a feature on Tatanka (‘Can 
Tatanka Break The Curse Of Chief 
Jay Strongbow?”’) and the other was 
about Razor Ramon (‘Razor Ramon: 
A World Title By March—Or A Bum 
By April’). It's good to see wrestlers 
of all different ethnic backgrounds do- 
ing well in the WWF. 
| also found it interesting that you 
predicted success for Tatanka and 
failure for Ramon, because in Febru- 
ary, Tatanka pinned Ramon on con- 
secutive nights. It’s one thing to read 
wrestling articles. It’s another to read 
wrestling articles written by knowl- 
edgeable writers. Keep up the good 
work! 
ANNE GIORDANO 
Pittsburgh 


SOARING 

Thank you for the “Introducing” 
feature on John Hawk (April 1993), 
who might be the best-kept secret in 
professional wrestling. Hawk is one of 
my favorite competitors and certainly 
has a bright future. He is big and 
agile and has a good attitude in the 
ring. 

| was wondering if anyone outside 
of Dallas was ever going to get to 
4 


know about Hawk. | guess they do 

now. If he keeps improving, wrestling 

fans will know him as a champion of 
a major federation. 

FRED SIMONDS 

Irving, TX 


BRITISH INVASION 

The story on Davey Boy Smith 
(“Why WCW Must Sign The British 
Bulldog,” March 1993) was good. | 
feel if WCW did sign Smith, it would 
be best for both parties. WCW could 
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use the wrestling talent of Davey Boy 
Smith and Smith could wrestle for 
someone he never worked for before. 
MARC PECORARO 

Fair Lawn, NJ 


TAKE A STAND 
| have to complain about David 
Rosenbaum’s “No Holds Barred” 


column in the March 1993 issue. In it 
he complained that Vince McMahon 
Jr. didn’t have any Survivor Series- 
type matches, with the exception of 


Former WWF Intercontinental champion Davey Boy Smith’s entrance into WCW could prove 
to be beneficial for both Smith and WCW, reader Marc Pecoraro maintains. 
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Survivor Series 92 had just one match using the original Survivor Series format. But we 
shouldn’t have complained, because we predicted it, says reader Ken Steinberger. 


the match pitting The Natural Disas- 
ters and The Nasty Boys against 
Money Inc. and The Beverly Broth- 
ers. But it was exactly a year ago in 
your sister publication Inside Wres- 
tling that you guys were complaining 
about Survivor Series 91, and how 
McMahon should change the Survi- 
vor Series to the way it was this year 
(“After The Absurd Events Of ’91... 
The Survivor Series Cannot Survive 
In ’92,” March 1992). Make up your 
mind and cut Vince McMahon some 
slack. 
KEN STEINBERGER 
Fremont, OH 


NO JOKE 

Thanks for admonishing Vince Mc- 
Mahon in the “Thumbs Down’”’ col- 
umn in the April 1993 issue. When is 
McMahon going to stop insulting our 
intelligence and scaring little kids with 
that scum of an excuse for a wres- 
tler, Doink the Clown? 

Strangely enough, | think it must 
have gotten to me also because 
when | see a Caricature of a clown in 
a book or magazine, Doink immedi- 
ately comes to mind. Great way to 
poison one’s mind about clowns. 
Thanks, Vince. 

RITA M. BUDA 
Chicago 


GIANT MISTAKE 

How could the WWF let Harvey 
Wippleman do what he did to The 
Undertaker? Wippleman and his ugly 
Giant Gonzales should be dragged 
out in the street and shot! | am a 
great fan of Undertaker and Paul 


Carlos Colon, who appeared at the Royal Rumble, is no youngster, reader Dave Szymanak 


Bearer and | hope they kill 
Wippleman and his stupid giant! 
Undertaker rules forever! 
TONYA MAY 
Huddy, KY 


AGE-OLD QUESTIONS 

Can there be any doubt out there 
that WWF announcer Gorilla Mon- 
soon is the king of cliches, and, 
along with Vince McMahon, one of 
wrestling’s most biased 
commentators? 

Another thing | have noticed about 
Monsoon is that he often tends to 
exaggerate the truth, and in some 
cases, outright lie. Take, for example, 
his remark about Carlos Colon at the 
1993 Royal Rumble. While Colon 
was busy fighting off several other 
wrestlers, Monsoon __ remarked, 
“There’s a lot of fight left in that 
youngster.” 

| would like to point out that Carlos 
Colon has been competing profes- 
sionally for approximately 27 years 
and is in his late-40s. Colon last com- 

(Continued on page 52) 


points out. He is in his 40s and has been wrestling professionally for 27 years. 
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Four-time former champion Hulk Hogan made a triumphant return to the WWF, announcing 
that he would form a team with Brutus Beefcake that will be managed by Jimmy Hart. 
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ULKAMANIA IS BACK! Hulk 
Hogan returned to the WWF 
after a 10-month absence from the 
sport, appearing on WWF Monday 
Night Raw on February 22 and an- 
nouncing that he will form a tag 
team with longtime friend Brutus 
Beefcake. 

“I’m here on a mission,” Hogan, 
the four-time former World cham- 
pion told WWF head Vince McMa- 
hon. “The first order of business is 
to right the wrong that Money Inc. 
did to Brutus Beefcake.” 

Hogan, who had not wrestled 
since WrestleMania VIII, appeared 
tan and trim. He said he was relax- 
ing in his beach house in Venice, 
California, watching Beefcake’s re- 
tum on television. The wrestling 
icon said that when he saw the 
vicious attack by Irwin R. Schyster 
and Ted DiBiase, ‘‘my smile tured 
to fear.” 

During that attack, Money Inc. 
manager Jimmy Hart attempted to 
restrain his men and was tossed 
aside. Afterward, Hart comforted 
Beefcake until medical technicians 
arrived, Hogan announdcéd_ that 
Hart would manage both himself 
and Beefcake, dubbing the team 
The Megamaniacs. 

“This is the greatest day of my 


y . To 


life,” said Hart. “For a long, long 
time, I prayed I’d wear the red 
and yellow of the ‘Hulkster.’” 

Although Hogan claims pniority 
one is evening the score with 
Money Inc., other possible orders 
of business for Hogan are detailed 
in the story on page 36. Hogan 
hasn't been champion since De- 
cember 1991 and would love to be 
wearing the gold for a fifth time. 

During his hiatus, the “Hulkster”’ 
oversaw construction on his house 
in Bellaire, Florida, and filmed Mr. 
Nanny, which should be released 
this summer. Meanwhile in WCW, 
Big Van Vader continued his domi- 
nance, defeating Sting in the brutal 
and bloody “White Castle Of 
Fear” match at SuperBrawl III on 
February 21 in Asheville, North 
Carolina. 


Despite this splash, Sting lost the ‘“‘White 
Castle Of Fear’ match to Big Van Vader. 


Vader’s WCW World title was 
not on the line in this match, in 
which the combatants were tied to 
each other with a 12-foot leather 
strap. To win, one man would 
have to drag his opponent to all 
four comers of the ring without 
interruption. 

Minutes after Sting tripped over 
referee Nick Patrick and fell a foot 
short of winning the match, Vader, 
bleeding from his back and be- 
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Hogan wasn’t only 


name making a return. Nine-time world champion Ric Flair 


returned to WCW, where he won seven of those titles. Flair wants the NWA title. 


hind his ear, scored with a sit- 
down splash and touched all four 
comers, stumbling to the final cor- 
ner after being kicked by Sting. 
Following the match, Vader re- 
portedly experienced dizziness 
and nausea and was taken to a 
hospital for examination of a possi- 
ble concussion. 

On the same card, Ric Flair 


made a returm to the federation he 
once dominated, claiming that he 
was back ‘“‘to win the belt I never 
lost.” Flair, a seven-time 
NWA/WCW 3 champion, was 
stripped of the title when he left 
WCW for the WWF in mid-1991. 
My insiders say that Flair is actu- 
ally more interested in the NWA 
(Continued on page 54) 


STEVE ANDERSON’S VIEW 


So Who's GonNnA 
FitL THESE 


EOPLE ARE TALKING. All 
around wrestling locker rooms, 
arenas, and board rooms, people are 
talking. There’s a lot to talk about 
these days. 

In Memphis, they’re talking about 
Eddie Gilbert vs. Doug Gilbert, and 
they’re also talking about all of the top 
WWE stars who have found their way 
to the federation over the past few 
months. 

Some wrestlers are wondering what’s 
going on. 

“There’s a reason for everything 
that happens in this sport,’ Jeff 
Jarrett said. “I give Jerry Lawler a lot 
of credit because there’s no doubt he 
opened the door, but you have to 
wonder what’s going on. The WWF 
usually has hidden motives. I guess 
time will tell on this one.’ 

People are talking about the appear- 
ances by Randy Savage, Curt Hennig, 
and Lex Luger. They’re talking about 
how all of these former USWA stars 
have found their way back home. 

They’re talking in the bars. They’re 
talking at Mid-South Coliseum. Wres- 
tling is happening in Memphis again. 

“You can sense the electricity,” Jeff 
Gaylord said. “This is a good place to 
be right now.” 

People are talking in WCW. They’re 
talking about how it’s the 1980s all 
over again, and The Rock ’n’ Roll 


ed 


USWA fans in Memphis are talking about the recent infusion of true WWF superstars, like 
“Mr. Perfect” Curt Hennig. Others to appear have been Lex Luger and Randy Savage. 


Express is wrestling The Midnight Ex- 
press, although this time the Midnights 
are The Heavenly Bodies, and the 
team of Stan Lane and Bobby Ea- 


ton—though managed by Jim Corn- 
ette—has Tom Prichard in the middle. 
But there’s excitement. Usually in 
(Continued on page 56) 
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HAT’S GOING ON here? Wresiling is fun again! 
I’m making a recommendation to everyone: If you live in the general vicinity 


of New York City, run—do not walk—to the Manhattan Center and attend a broadcast 
of WWF Monday Night Raw. This program is the shot in the arm the sport has needed 
for four years. 


Amazingly, there’s nothing fancy about Raw at all, which is the charm of the whole 


thing. Just seven or eight good matches in an intimate setting. | was there for the re- 
turn of Hulk Hogan, and it got so loud with cheers that | thought the roof was about to 


pop off. The WWF still isn’t perfect, but Raw is about as close to perfection as it gets. 

More good news: WCW’s SuperBraw/l Ill may have been the best pay-per-view card 
in three years. After the debacle that was Halloween Havoc ’92, it’s good to know that 
WCW can still come up with a big one. If you haven’t seen it, get a videotape; Cactus 
Jack vs. Paul Orndorff is worth the cost of admission all by itself. 

Be So we My impression of the “‘Hulkster’s”’ return? 
oy I'll withhold comment until | see the big guy 
in action a few more times. He took a solid 
year off, and even the best wrestlers get 
rusty after a long period of inactivity. Let’s 
see him beat a contender in a one-on-one 
match before we proclaim him champion- 
ship-bound. 

What's with this trend of wrestlers with ri- 
_ diculous hometowns? Let’s see: Maxx 
Payne hails from the “state of euphoria”; 
Damian Demento claims to be from “the 
outer reaches of your mind”; and The 
Cream Team is from ‘“‘every woman’s fanta- 
sy.” Uh... sure. 

Hey, guys: We know that every person 
has a mother, every person has a home- 
town, and we know that somebody knows 
your height and weight (listening, Mr. X?). 
You're not impressing anybody—even the biggest softie out there—so get with the 
game, okay? My name may be Bob Smith, but | don’t hail from “Blindland, USA,” do 
\? 

Didn’t Payne look just like Randy Bachman of BTO when he played the national 
anthem at SuperBrawI III? 

News item: The Wrecking Crew beats Tom Zenk and Johnny Gunn. What's 
next—Sting gets beat by Rip Rogers? 

Speaking of Sting getting beat, he accepted his strap match loss to Big Van Vader 
with class and dignity, as usual. He’s one of the few grapplers who is bright enough to 
realize that a defeat doesn’t mean his fans will abandon him in droves. In fact, a man 
who can lose and come back to win again (see Bret Hart) can become more popular 
than ever. 

Tony Schiavone and Jesse Ventura are the best broadcast team since Jack 
Reynolds and Tex McKenzie. 

| busted my butt for five years and all | got to show for it was the center of a donut. 
Eddie Eliner files stories late, is generally uncoachable, doesn’t report to the office for 
years at a stretch—and gets his own magazine, Wrestling 93: Rulebreaker. I’m not 
suggesting you don’t check it out. I’m just suggesting you check it out and then decide 
if it’s your cup of venom. 

One of these years, somebody's going to discover that Terry Taylor is one hell of a 
wrestler. | just hope that “Terrific” Terry isn’t a male model by then. 

| think it’s pretty obvious that Big Van Vader is the best wrestler in the world to- 
day—at least until Rick Rude gets back. 1 


Damian Demento 
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Thumbs U 


Each issue, The Wrestler will praise the noteworthy and damn those who violate the honor of wrestling. The praiseworthy 
receive a Thumbs Up, the disgraceful are marked with a Thumbs Down. Here is this month's roll of honor and shame. 


pa 


Thumbs Up to 2 Cold Scorpio. Yogi Berra once said, “‘It’s ain’t over “til it’s 
over.” What he meant is that no matter how one-sided a game might appear, 
there’s always a chance the losing :team will rally. He also could have meant that 
a 20-minute time-limit match isn’t over until 20 minutes are up, and that a 
wrestler who goes all-out until the last second has a good chance of winning. At 
SuperBrawl III, 2 Cold Scorpio maintained his intensity and energy for 20 hot 
minutes and defeated Chris Benoit. 


Thumbs Up to Bob Backlund. The former WWF World champion has set his 
sights a bit lower—on the Intercontinental title—but has certainly proven that 
when it comes to ability, we’ll take age before beauty. Maybe I-C champ Shawn 
Michaels should spend a little more time watching his opponent instead of 
himself. Before Michaels knows it, Backlund will have that I-C belt around his 
waist. That’s the direction things are headed in. Backlund’s second go-round in 
the WWE has been positively outstanding, and his straight-ahead, no-nonsense 
style of wrestling is a refreshing change from what we usually see in the WWF. 


Thumbs Up to Randy Savage. Some. outstanding wrestlers have traveled to the 
USWA from the WWF over the past few months, but when a solid superstar like 
Randy ‘‘Macho Man”’ Savage makes the trip, it’s time to take notice. And it’s time to 
give a tip of the hat to Savage, who years after becoming one of the biggest stars 
in wrestling wasn’t too big to return to his roots in Memphis and wrestle Jerry 
Lawler in a USWA ring! That really says something. It says something about 
Savage’s love of sport. It also sets a great example for other wrestlers who think 
they might be too big for an independent federation. Well, the USWA isn’t 
exactly independent. These days, it’s depending a lot on the WWF ... and 
wrestlers like Savage are delivering! 


Thumbs Up to Barry Windham. Okay, we haven’t exactly been enthralled with 
Windham’s behavior over the past few months. Now let’s give credit where it’s 
due. At SuperBrawl III, Ric Flair made a not-so-surprising return to WCW and 
took a step toward renewing his friendship with Windham by wrapping Barry’s 
newly won NWA belt around his waist. Windham approached Flair cautiously; 
he just stared Flair down. We liked it. Of course, we didn’t know at the time 
that Windham was working on a plan to re-form The Four Horsemen—with he 
as the key player, not Flair. No, we don’t approve of Windham has become, but 
anything he can do to limit the power of Flair has do be good for the sport. 
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Thumbs Down 


Thumbs Down to Yokozuna. Make it a very strong, very disapproving ““Thumbs 
Down.”’ Yokozuna is an evil, vicious man who has no respect for his opponents 
or the sport. His attack on Hacksaw Duggan left the popular star injured and 
temporarily disabled, and gave us a very good indication of what kind of sadistic 
acts Yokozuna is capable of perpetrating. The idea that this man could be WWF 
World champion is absolutely chilling . . . as well as revolting. There must be a 
standard of decency in wrestling. Put the animals in with the animals. Let the 
human beings battle for world titles. The WWF should have made Yokozuna pay 
with a long suspension ... one that extended beyond WrestleMania IX. 


Thumbs Down to Missy Hyatt. We’re not amused by Missy’s latest foray into 
managing. We hesitate to call her beautiful, voluptuous, and capable. We recall 
her previous managerial stints, when she used her men for her own selfish gains. 
What does Missy have in mind for The Barbarian? That’s hard to say. Clearly, 
Missy wants The Barbarian to vanquish Paul Orndorff. But why does Barbarian 
need Missy? What can she offer him, other than a welcome sight after a long 
day in the gym? At best, Missy is a beautiful woman, a bad girlfriend, a 
laughable TV commentator, and a useless manager. Sure, we love to watch her. 
We also have to wonder what she can do. 


Se: 


Thumbs Down to Doug Gilbert. Maybe you’re wondering why we’re condemning 
Doug Gilbert and not his evil, scheming brother, Eddie. Okay. You deserve an 
explanation. First of all, we’re tired of condemning Eddie Gilbert. It’s useless. He 
doesn’t listen to us. He doesn’t listen to anybody but himself. Second, we expect 
a little more from Doug Gilbert. Family problems should be kept within the 
family, not played out in front of a large audience. Third, there’s such a thing as 
blood between brothers. Brothers should have respect for each other. The ties 
that bind them should be much stronger. If Doug is fighting Eddie, both men are 
at fault. There’s no excuse for family feuds. 


Thumbs Down to Cactus Jack. Good guy Jack? Guess again. Same old Jack? 
Right on. Let’s get serious: When a fan favorite whacks a so-called rulebreaker in 
the face with a shovel, he’s a rulebreaker, too. When that so-called fan favorite 
claims to have changed his ways, he’s guilty of being a hypocrite. Maybe the fans 
have sided with Jack, but that doesn’t make him right. It just makes him 
popular. Being popular isn’t an excuse for doing whatever you please to an 
enemy. Jack desperately wants revenge against Orndorff. Their feud has been 
terribly exciting and vicious. Let’s end the praise right there. They’re both bad 
men. Neither is worse than the other. Or better. O 
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CORRESPONDENTS 


Boston, MA (Correspondent— 
Jim Imbruglia): In his quest to 
return to the top of the WWF, for- 
mer World champion Bob Back- 
lund challenged Shawn Michaels 
for the WWF Intercontinental title. 
At the beginning of the match, 
Backlund offered Michaels a 
handshake, a show of good 
sportsmanship. However, sports- 
manship is not a word in Mi- 


a ele. 3 
Former WWF World 


titleholder Shawn Michaels. The 


a. roe ines iP 4 ES : 
champion Bob Backlund, in pursuit of another belt, challenged Intercontinental 
“All-American Boy” scored the pin, but it came just after the time limit. 


chaels’ vocabulary, and he 
snubbed him. 

Michaels took an early lead, us- 
ing a series of headlocks .and 
hiptosses. Backlund retaliated 
with a series of slams. At one 
point, Michaels tried to level Back- 
lund with a clothesline off the top 
rope, but Backlund caught him 
and reversed the move into an 
armbar. 


es “ig 


Michaels brought the fight out- 
side the ring, where he proceeded 
to ‘ram Backlund’s head into a 
steel barrier. The action returned 
to the ring and the pendulum 
swung in Backlund’s favor. Mi- 
chaels grabbed his belt and left 
for the dressing room, but Back- 
lund dragged him back to the 
ring. After a few minutes of in- 

(Continued on page 58) 


WE'RE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD FANS! 


If you would like your area of the co 
credited with your own by-line, 


untry represented in these reports, while also being officially 
send us reports of the matches you attend. You will have the thrill of 


seeing your name inan internationally known magazine while at the same time helping to improve 
the quality of wrestling in your area. So why not give it a try? You will be glad you did! 


Send your reports to: 


CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, c/o THE WRESTLER, BOX 48, ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
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SEND TO: 


The best in wrestling videos are now available at discount prices. 


wy va est stLING i 
ae YIN 


LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
P.O. BOX 48 Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


YES, | would like to order the video(s) | have indicated at right. | have enclosed 
a check or money order made payable to London Publishing Co. or provided 
my credit card information to charge my purchase ($20 minimum). 


Does your video collection include 
these non-stop, action-packed hard- 


hitting tapes? 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 

GOLD: Volume 1 

Only THE BEST OF WRESTLING 

GOLD gives you classic matches 

with all the top superstars of the 

sport. Matches include: 

Hulk Hogan vs. Andre the Giant 
(arm-wrestling) 

Randy Savage vs. Austin Idol 

Rick Rude vs. Tommy Rich 

Jerry Lawler vs. Nick Bockwinkel 

Bobby Heenan vs. Bob Ellis 

Wrestling Bear (B&W footage) 


APPROX. 50 MINUTES—$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 2 
After watching this video you can 
Say you've seen it all, (A shark cage 
match?!) Check out the matches 
you get: 
Randy Savage vs. Rick Rude 
Andre the Giant vs. The Sheik 
Pampero Firpo vs. Jeff Doney 
Bruiser Brody & Scott Casey vs. 
Kelly Kiniski & The Spoiler 
Randy Savage & Jerry Lawler vs. 
Rick Rude & King Kong Bundy 
(Shark Cage Match): 
Jay Strongbow vs. Don Kent 
Savage vs. Austin Idol 


APPROX. 50 MINUTES—$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 3 

If you like your wrestling down and 
dirty, you won't want to miss this 
video gem, which includes a classic 
mud match, Hulk Hogan, and much 


more. Here's the lineup: 

(Mud Match) The Sheik vs. Tiger 
Jeet Singh 

Austin Idol vs. Massai Ito 

Hulk Hogan vs, The Outlaw 

Tully Blanchard & Gino Hernandez 
vs. Scott Casey & Magnum T.A. 

Terry Taylor vs. Sabu 

Wahoo McDaniel, Tommy Rogers, 
& Marty Jannetty vs. Ted Oates & 
The Grapplers 


APPROX. 43 MINUTES—S$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 4 
Selected from over 600 hours of the 
best action highlights and complete 
matches from the early-1970s and 
early-1980s, this video has it all: 
Nick Bockwinkel vs. Magnum T.A. 
lvan Putski vs. Eddie Mansfield 
Tito Santana vs. Kelly Kiniski 
The Sheik vs. Tom Jones 
Bobo Brazil vs. Michael Angelo 
Wahoo McDaniel vs. Tully Blanchard 
Eddie Gilbert vs. Jerry Lawler 
(with interference by Rick Rude 
and Jimmy Hart) 
APPROX. 44 MINUTES—$19.95 


WRESTLING FUNNIES 

Get ready to shake your head in 
amazement as these guys show just 
how wild and funny pro wrestling 
can be! If you want a good laugh, be 
sure to add WRESTLING FUNNIES 
to your collection. 


APPROX. 30 MINUTES—$12.95 


SPECIAL OFFER 
ORDER ALL 5 VIDEOS TODAY AND SAVE $20 


BEST OF WRESTLING GOLD #1 


BEST OF WRESTLING GOLD #2 


BEST OF WRESTLING GOLD #3 


BEST OF WRESTLING GOLD #4 ah | $19.95 


tee ===} 


Name 
pases me 
City State Zip Sub total 


Add $3 per video for shipping and handling 
New York State residents, please add 8.5% sales tax 
For orders outside the U.S., add $5 for each video ordered 


TOTAL ENCLOSED 


{1 Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


O VISA # 


[) MasterCard # i 


Expiration Date: ___/__ 
MO/YR Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. International money orders in U.S. funds only. 
All videos are VHS and NTSC system compatible only. PAL systems are not compatible. All 


FOR IMMEDIATE PROCESSING tapes carry a 100% money back guarantee against defects only. If a tape is defective, please re- 


tum it with a note specifying the defect 
Call (516) 764-0300 and charge your order on VISA or MasterCard or e ‘ 
FAX this ad to (516) 764-4370. echinanee! 
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Q: 


“My question is for former AWA 
World champion Nick Bockwinkel: 
Do you find it ironic that because 
you successfully defended your title 
against Hulk Hogan, he left the 
AWA, went on to win the WWF 
belt, and made a lot of money for 
the WWF, thus eventually bank- 
rupting the once-proud AWA?”— 
K.C. Darkharte, Biloxi, MS 


: “That’s an interesting theory,’’ of- 


fered Bockwinkel, ‘‘and one I 
don’t necessarily disagree with. No 
one knew how good—or more im- 
portantly, how popular—Hulk Ho- 
gan would become. When I defeat- 
ed him, he was just another good 
young wrestler. He obviously felt 
that his future was in the WWF 
and moved on. He also may have 
moved on because the competition 
in the AWA was too tough for 
him at the time. Hogan’s populari- 
ty certainly generated plenty of rev- 
enue for wrestling in general and 
the WWE in particular. Did that 
have an effect on the AWA? Of 
course. Was it the sole reason that 
the AWA went out of business? Of 


This is the monthly feature that 
answers ALL your most important 
questions about the mat sport, the 
stars, and the feuds. Send us your 
most perplexing queries and we'll 
have them answered for you by the 
world’s finest grapplers and most 
insightful mat reporters. Address 
your questions to: YOU ASKED US, 
clo THE WRESTLER, P.O. Box 48, 

Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 


course not. There were many fac- 
tors that contributed to the demise 
of the AWA. Hulk Hogan’s popu- 


larity was just one of them.’ 
RK 


Did AWA champion Nick Bockwinkel’s victory over Hulk Hogan change the history of 


wrestling? Given Hogan’s ensuing popularity in the WWF, it may have been a factor. 
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Q: “I have a question for Senior Edi- 


tor Bill Apter: What would it take 
for the WWF and WCW to have a 
joint wrestling event? You have to 
admit that it would be a spectacu- 
lar — success.’—Matt  Godina, 
Elkhorn, WI 


: “I agree that a joint card between 


the two major federations would 
be a spectacular success,’’ said Ap- 
ter. “‘With the exchange of talent 
going on right now in wrestling, we 
may not be too far away from a 
WWE-WCW card. For it to hap- 
pen, though, there would have to 
be plenty of cooperation between 
the executives and promoters of 
both federations. There would have 
to be title vs. title matches, which 
make federation bigshots very ner- 
vous. No one in the WWF would 
like the idea of Sting wearing the 
WWF World title belt, and WCW 
certainly doesn’t want Shawn Mi- 
chaels sporting the U.S. heavy- 
weight hardware. Both federations 
believe that theirs is the best wres- 
tling has to offer and losing to 
their main rival would prove them 
wrong. It’s a touchy area, but it 
could happen, with cooperation.” 


RK 


: “My question is for Ken Patera: 


What was the first tag team title 
you held and who was your part- 
ner?””—Mare Pecoraro, _‘ Fair 
Lawn, NJ 


: “You’re really testing my memory, 


Mark,” answered Patera, a world- 
class weightlifter and bodybuilder 
who once held the WWF Intercon- 
tinental title. “I would think that it 
was back in 1979, when I wrestled 
in the Mid-Atlantic region. My 
partner was John Studd, and he 
and I paired up to win the belts. I 
don’t even remember who we beat, 
but I do remember winning the ti- 
tle. At 6°10”, John was a great 
partner to have. We made a great 


team.” 
kK 


Q: “My question is for Hell Raider 


Hawk: I don’t say this to take any- 
(Continued on page 57) 


Fans throughout the wrestling world agree: 


PACKED WITH 
INFORMATION! 


Each weekly issue contains the latest 
news and gossip, a calendar of 
upcoming cards throughout North 
America, “Yay & Nay” and “Who's Hot, 
Who’s Not” columns, “Wrestler of the 
Week” and “Match of the Week” 
features, plus “Steve Anderson’s View” 
(wrestling’s best political cartoon), 
ratings, trivia questions, “Transactions,” 
a lively editorial, “This Week In 
History,” “Reporters' Notebook,” and 
an extensive collection of match results! 
You get all of this—each and every 
week!—in a bold newsletter format that 
keeps you on top of today’s wrestling 
news today! 
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ILLUSTRATED 


is the place to go for the most 
complete coverage of the sport 


available anywhere! 
FIRST WITH THE NEWS 


Because PWI Weekly comes out every week, all the 
news is as fresh as can be. You'll be the first to know 
about the title changes, the big match signings, the 
triumphs, and the tragedies throughout the entire 
wrestling world! 


? 
they happen: 
ae. Los Angeles 


“American wrestling 
NeEws comes slowly to 
Great Britain. PWI 
eekly is SO up-to- 
date, it’s amazing!” 
—Y.R., London 


STILL NOT SURE? 
Want to try a sample issue of PWI Weekly before 
you subscribe? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and 
we'll send you a copy of PWI Weekly hot off the 
press. We're certain that once you see all the news, 
features, and information packed into our newsletter, 
you'll want to become a subscriber to wrestling’s 
fastest-growing phenomenon! (Sorry, no credit cards 
accepted for single-copy orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we 
offer you three big ways to save: 

© 17 weekly issues for just $27.99, a 16% savings 
off the cover price 

@34 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 25% savings 
off the cover price 

@52 weekly issues for just $69.99, a 31% savings 
off the cover price 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY 


Send to: 

London Publishing Co. 

Box 48 

Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Please indicate method of payment: 


(JCheck or money order 


(enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


Expiration Date: / 


ALL THE NEWS—FAST AND FIRST 


Yes! I want to be in on the excitement! Please send me a 

subscription to PWI Weekly as follows: 

11 17 weekly issues for just $27.99, a 16% savings 

1 34 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 25% savings 

1 52 weekly issues for just $69.99, a 31% savings 

Ci I'd like to see a sample copy before I subscribe. Enclosed 
please find a check or money order for $1.95. 
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iFLAL cata CITY STATE ZIP 


Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.70 for single issue; 
$44.99 for 17 issues; $83.99 for 34 issues; $110.99 for 52 issues. Int'l money orders only. ai 
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AVAILABLE BY SUBSCRIPTION ONLY! 


SPECIAL NOTE TO BRITISH FANS: PW/ Weekly is available by subscription in the U.K. exclusively from “Turnbuckles 
UK.” For details, send S.A.E. to PO Box 278, Maidstone, Kent, ME156GE. 


INTRODUCING 
BOBBY DUNCUM JR. 


ORGIVE US IF you've heard 

this story before. Son of a 
wrestler goes to college on a foot- 
ball scholarship. During his col- 
lege career, his dreams of becom- 
ing a pro are shattered by injury 
or circumstance. Instead, he be- 
comes a professional wrestler— 
and a champion. 

Yeah, we know. Barry Wind- 
ham. Dustin Rhodes, too. Even 
Erik Watts. 

And now, Bobby Duncum Jr. 

“Wrestling’s in my family,” said 
Duncum, who teams with John 
Hawk in the Global Wrestling Fed- 
eration. “Even though I’ve played 
football, | knew one day | would 
wrestle.” 

Duncum Jr. is the son of “‘Cow- 
boy’ Bob Duncum, one of the 
sport’s most feared rulebreakers 
of the 1970s and 1980s and 
whose battles with Bruno Sam- 
martino were legendary. Although 
the son is a fan favorite, the acorn 
hasn’t fallen far from the tree. The 
resemblance between the two is 
uncanny. 

“My father used the bulldog as 
his finisher, and | use the lariat,” 
said Duncum Jr., who stands 64” 
and weighs 265 pounds. ‘‘Other- 
wise, we’re pretty much the 
same.” 

As the young son of a mat star, 
Duncum couldn’t help but be 
around the sport. He developed 


an interest of his own and first 
began wrestling at the age of 10, 
when his family lived in 
Minnesota. 

“We did a lot of traveling,” 
Duncum said. “Wherever Dad 
wrestled, that’s where we lived. 
But Texas is in my blood.” 

As a_ high school _ senior, 
Duncum won the Colorado state 
wrestling championship in the 
184-pound division. He then at- 
tended the University of Texas, 
where he became totally im- 
mersed in his other passion— 
football. 

Duncum played defensive end 
and linebacker for the Longhorns. 
He suffered a torn groin muscle 
late in his junior year and missed 


the Japan Bowl, an_ exhibition 
game for players hoping to im- 
press NFL scouts. 

In 1991, Duncum latched on 
with the San Antonio Riders of 
the World League, where he met 
Hawk, who played right next to 
him on the defensive line. The 
two struck up an immediate 
friendship that gets stronger every 
day. 

“| line up for practice, and big 
ol’ John is right there next to 
me,” said Duncum, who also 
played tight end and defensive 
end for the Dallas Texans of the 
Arena Football League in 1992. 
“It was only natural that we be- 
came tag team partners.” 

The two began wrestling togeth- 
er in the GWF in September 1992 
and quickly powered their way to 
the tag team title, defeating Black 
Bart and Johnny Mantell in No- 
vember. The duo fought off The 
Bad Breed in a heated feud be- 
fore losing the title to Awesome 
Kong and King Kong, a team with 
a combined weight of over 900 
pounds. 

“Man, those guys are big,” 
said Duncum. “But the bigger 
they are, the harder they fall. 
John and | know we’re better than 
them. We just have to out-think 
them, and use our skills.” 

The duo appeared in Japan in 
March, where their awesome size 


It pays to have bloodlines in wrestling, but it also pays to have 
talent. Former GWF tag team champion Bobby Duncum Jr. has 
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both in ample supply 


> 


Like father, like son: New- 
comer Bobby Duncum Jr. 

is making his own name in 
the GWF. 


and skills impressed the Japa- 
nese fans. Like any other young 
wrestler, Duncum dreams of join- 
ing a major federation. For now, 
though, he is happy in Global, 
where he feels very much at 
home. 

“I’m just working at getting 
ready for my next match,” 
Duncum said humbly. “Of course, 
if the opportunity presented itself, 
it would definitely be looked into. 


If | were to go, though, it would 
be nice if John and me could go 
together.” 

Duncum, though, admits that 
he would have a bit of trouble 
leaving Texas, which has some of 
the most knowledgeable fans in 
the country. Wrestling fans every- 
where were saddened by the 
news of Kerry Von Erich’s suicide, 
and nowhere did it hit harder than 
in Kerry’s hometown of Dallas, 


1 Photos by Buddy Myers 


also the home of the GWF. As 
many others were, Duncum was 
stung by the news. 

“Growing up, | always admired 
Kerry as a wrestler,” Duncum 
said. “He was one of my idols. 
He’s a lot like me, because he’s 
from a wrestling family, too. He 
was a good man. He did a lot of 
charitable work and spent a lot of 
time with kids. I’m going to miss 
him.” 
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Each month, 
The Wrestler will 
present a “Question and 
Answer” forum with an important 
figure in the wrestling world. It is your 
chance to meet wrestling’s biggest stars 

as they answer the questions uppermost in 
the fans’ minds 


ou = 25 E 
“Nature Boy” Ric Flair is back in WCW, where he won seven NWA/WCW World titles, 
including this one from Sting. Flair says that he wants back “‘the belt he never lost.” 
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: Ric, welcome back to WCW. 


Gosh, this is just like old times, 
eh? 


: Bobby, it’s always a pleasure, but 


this time, it’s twice as sweet. I 
haven’t been in this restaurant, one 
of my favorites, in a year-and-a- 
half. Man, it’s good to be back 
home! 


: It must be good to be back, espe- 


cially considering the way you left 
the WWF. 


: Hey, that’s ancient history! Sure, 


Hennig scored the three-count, but 
if you look at the videotape, my 
shoulder was definitely up. The 
WWFE never liked having Ric Flair 
around, because from the moment 
I entered the federation, I dominat- 
ed. I won two World champion- 
ships in less than a year, and the 
power brokers and the fans were 
going out of their minds. Ha! OV 
man Flair just waltzed in there and 
became the king of the dance, as 
always. But I don’t want to talk 
about the past right now, fella. I 
want to talk about the future, 
about the way I’m going to domi- 
nate WCW all over again. 


: I have no doubt that you will, but 


how will you dominate it? To be 
honest, when I listened to your 
commentary at SuperBrawl III, it 
was a pleasure. You called the 


e 


= 


Windham-Muta match right down 
the middle—and when you 
strapped the belt around Wind- 
ham’s waist, it was a pleasing dis- 
play of sportsmanship. What 
gives? 

Well, I’ll let you in on a little se- 
cret. I just wanted to get in there 
and get my hands on that belt 
again. I had no intention of run- 
ning off with it or anything like 
that. I just wanted to see if they’ve 
been taking care of my baby. You 
know, that was the same belt I 
never lost. When I left WCW as 
World champion, that was the belt 
that I was forced to give up. No 
one ever pinned me for that strap. 
Nobody ever beat the champ. So I 
was pleased that the officials al- 
lowed me to present the belt to the 
winner of that match. I was happy 
it was Barry, but from the look on 
his face, he wasn’t too glad to see 
me, was he? 

I’ve got to agree with that. He 
pulled away from you when he dis- 
covered it was you, and not the 
referee, that was putting the belt 
on him. 

How do you like that? There’s big 
Barry, the guy I went down the 
road with so many times, looking 
at me like I was the Big Bad Wolf. 
Well, I may be just that if he keeps 


RIC FLAIR 


Nee THAT RIC FLAIR is back in WCW, it seems as if he has never left. It 
only took one appearance—a non-wrestling appearance at that—for the “Nature 
Boy” to become the focal point of the federation he dominated for most of his career, 
but had been away from for a year-and-a-half. 
Flair suffered one of the most disappointing losses of his career when he was beaten in 
a loses-leaves- WWF match by Curt Hennig in January, but about a month later he was 
enthusiastic and upbeat for his WCW return, at SuperBrawl III. After Barry Windham 
won the NWA title from The Great Muta, Flair entered the ring and strapped the belt 
around Windham’s waist, which prompted a staredown between the two former Four 
Horsemen stalwarts. Do Flair’s actions mean he is on the verge of becoming a fan favor- 
ite—or is he on the verge of yet another sinister scheme that will ultimately result in him 
becoming a world champion for a record 10th time? 
Managing Editor Bob Smith, who has rubbed elbows with Flair often during the past 
Jive years, was pleased that the nine-time world champion agreed to speak with him at an 
exclusive Atlanta restaurant, 


Flair and Barry Windham have been both enemies and friends. Their past matches have 
been classics, and with Windham wearing the NWA belt, their feud could resume. 
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acting like a punk. What did he 
think? That I was going to rip the 
belt off him and beat him over the 
head with it? Funny, isn’t it? You 
think you know some people. 
Well, Barry, let me tell you some- 
thing, old friend. You may be a 
grizzled veteran, but you’ve got a 
lot to learn. 


: I guess there’s no other way to ask 


this next question, so I’ll just come 
out and say it: Are you going to 
challenge Barry Windham for the 
NWA title? 


: Let me put it to you this way. I 


am going to challenge for the 
NWA championship. It doesn’t 
matter if it’s Windham, or Muta, 
or anyone else that is holding it. 
All I know is, I’m back in WCW 
for a purpose, and that purpose is 
to win all the gold I can get my 
hands on. My way of business 
hasn’t changed in 15 years. 


: What about the WCW World title? 


Don’t you want to regain that title 
as well? 


The Four Horsemen—Arn Anderson, Windham, Ole Anderson, and Flair—were hugely successful. It’s 
doubtful Flair would want to be a Horseman again under Windham’s terms. 


A: Of course! But that NWA belt was 


my belt. Nobody ever beat me for 
it—nobody ever came close. That’s 
the belt that I won from Sting at 
the Meadowlands. That’s the one 
that I carried around on my slim 
waist for years. And I’ll tell you, I 
feel naked without it. Even when I 
was WWF World champ, I’d look 
down and not see that belt, and it 
always startled me. That belt is my 
belt. Do you understand me? It’s 
mine, and I’m going to get it back. 
Do you understand me? 


: I get the picture. However, there’s 


a couple of interesting scenarios 
floating around here. A match pit- 
ting you against Windham would 
certainly be a good one. 


: You bet it would. You know that 


we've been teammates and part- 
ners. We’ve been friends and ene- 
mies. But you ask anyone who has 
ever seen a Flair vs. Windham 
match if it wasn’t one of the great- 
est matches ever. Barry’s tough be- 
cause he’s 66’ and about 270 


> © 


: Well... 
: What I mean is, how do you think 


pounds, but there’s not a big man 
around that I couldn’t beat. 


: But what if Windham was 450 


pounds? 
what? 


you’d fare against Big Van Vader, 
the current WCW World 
champion? 


: That’s an interesting question. A 


lot of men have tried to beat Vader 
when the chips were down, but 
they all have been dropping like 
flies, haven’t they? Ron Simmons 
went down. Sting went down, but 
that was predictable. They could 
never bring to the table. what I al- 
ways bring to the table. 


: I’m not sure I follow you. 
: Man, clean the wax out of your 


ears. You see, my misguided 
friend, the reason Sting and 
Simmons don’t beat Vader—and 
the reason they never will beat 
him—is because those poor, mis- 
guided creatures feel they have 
something to prove. They want to 
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beat him for the fans, or because 
Vader beat ’em up too hard, or 
some other stuff. What a bunch of 
bunk! The only way to beat Vader 
is to beat him at his own game. He 
wrestles like a wild animal, so 
you’ve got to be even dirtier than 
he could ever dream of being. 
And, as everybody knows, I’m still 
the dirtiest player in the game. 


: Would there be special pleasure in 


beating Vader since his manager is 
Harley Race? 


: I'd be lying if I said there isn’t 


added incentive there. Harley and I 
had some great matches, but 
there’s even more to it than that. 
Right now, Race and I are tied for 
the most [NWA/WCW] World ti- 
tles with seven each. If I beat 
Vader, I move past Race as the all- 
time leader. Now, you just know 
that ol’ dog is never going to let 
that happen without a fight. Gotta 
love Harley. Gosh, it seems like 
he’s been around forever! 


: Speaking of the past, a lot of fans 
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have been bringing up an old topic 
these days. Let’s see, you’re back 
in WCW ... Barry’s here .. 
Arm Anderson has just returned 
... Sid Vicious—or Justice—isn’t 
doing anything at all these days. 
Could we see a return of The Four 
Horsemen? 

Man, you reporters really know 
how to beat a dead horse, so to 
speak. The thought hasn’t crossed 
my mind. Why do I need to put 
together another crew? Everyone 
knows I can beat the best wrestlers 
on my own. 


: Don’t try telling that to Curt 


Hennig. 

Hey, don’t worry about that. I 
know that all of the various Four 
Horsemen groups were really great, 
and we made history a dozen times 
over. But these kind of things al- 
ways have a short shelf life. If you 
could tell me that I could put to- 
gether a new version of the Horse- 
men and dominate WCW for the 
next five years, I might be tempt- 
ed. But even the best organizations 
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Flair won two WWF World titles, but his most disappointing loss came in January when he 
was beaten by former ally ‘Mr. Perfect” Curt Hennig in a loser-leaves-WWF match. 


crash and burn before they ever get 
a chance to be great. The Varsity 
Club, The York Foundation, The 
Dangerous Alliance, and on, and 
on, and on. Today’s dynasty be- 
comes tomorrow’s also-rans. I’m 
not so sure I want to get involved 
with that kind of thing again. But 
who knows what the future can 
bring? 


: Speaking of the future, it’s obvious 


that you can’t keep competing for- 
GVER ate 


:-You stop right there! 
: Let’s face it, you’re not a spring 


chicken. 


A: I don’t want to hear it! People 


have been writing me off for a 
decade now, saying I’m getting old 
and all that other garbage. Did 
they say I was too old when I won 
the Royal Rumble? Did they say I 
was too old when I beat Sting and 
Randy Savage? They only say that 
when I’m not wearing a title belt. 
So if being a champion makes me 
younger in the eyes of the fans, 
I’m gonna lose some years, daddy, 
*cause the ‘“‘Nature Boy’’ is head- 
ing for the top again—and I’m 
gonna dominate like never 
before! J 
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Every month, The Wrestler will comb 

through its extensive photo files and shine its 
spotlight on an outstanding wrestler, manager, 
or tag team. We'll present unforgettable 
highlights in the action-packed careers 

of the sport’s greatest stars, culled from 
the most extensive photographic archives 
anywhere in the wrestling world! 


DUSTIN RHODES 


HE ONLY FACTOR that still 

links WCW U.S. champion Dustin 
Rhodes to his father is his surname. 
Ever since his debut in late-1988, skep- 
tics have doubted the natural ability of 
“The Natural,’”’ maintaining that most 
of his success is due to his father, the 
inimitable Dusty Rhodes. 

Early in his career, Dustin often 
teamed with his father in both the 
NWA and the WWF, He began hon- 
ing his ring skills in Florida Champion- 
ship Wrestling, winning both the tag 
team title (with Mike Graham) and 
heavyweight singles title (from Al Pe- 
rez) within two weeks in 1989. Later 
that year, Rhodes reached a tourna- 
ment final in the CWA, losing the title 
match to Tony Anthony. For his ef- 
forts, Rhodes earned first runner-up in 
PWI Rookie of the Year voting. 

Plenty of grapplers would have been 
satisfied with that rookie season, but 
not Rhodes. In search of bigger and 
better things, Rhodes joined his father 
in the WWF for matches against Ted 
DiBiase and Virgil. The father-son duo 
lost the feud, but the younger Rhodes 
gained valuable experience. 

Rhodes returned to WCW in 199] 
and impressed observers with victories 
over established veterans such as Bud- 
dy Landell, Larry Zbyszko, and Terry 
Taylor. He also perfected his ‘‘bull- 
dog”’ headlock. At Clash of the 
Champions XVII last November, he 
teamed with new partner Rick Steam- 
boat to win the World tag team titles 
from Zbyszko and Arn Anderson. At 
year’s end, Rhodes won PWI’s Most 
Improved Wrestler of the Year award. 

Rhodes began 1992 by teaming with 
his father in Japan. He ended it by 
feuding with Barry Windham, with 
whom he won his second World tag 
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Dustin Rhodes has done well to emerge from the shadow of his father’s great name and 
carve his own niche in the mat sport. “The Natural” is the WCW U.S. champion. 


team title, upsetting the powerful team 
of Steve Williams and Terry Gordy in 
September. The feud arose when 
Rhodes refused to pin an injured 
Steamboat, costing his team the title. 
Windham has come after Rhodes with 
a vengeance, but “The Natural’? has 
fended him off. 


Even when Rhodes defeated Steam- 
boat by countout in a tournament final 
on January I1 to win the vacant U.S. 
title, the skeptics were still there. But 
there’s no doubt that Dustin deserves 
to be in the “Spotlight’’—and he 
doesn’t have to share this honor with 
his father. 


December 1988: One of Dustin Rhodes’ first 
tag partners was Kendall Windham (left). 
May 1989: In his first full year, Rhodes was 
taking on stars such as Terry Funk (above). 


5 = a% : ie A ne s 

= September 1990: Rhodes had a brief stint in the WWF, where he tangled with Steve Lombardi 
—————" (left), among others. February 1992: Rhodes teamed with Barry Windham (above) and won the 
WCW and NWA World tag team titles before the pair went through a violent breakup. 
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June 1992: The 
tag team feud 
with Terry 
Gordy (left) was 
one of the best 
of the year. Feb- 
ruary 1992: 
Rhodes worked 
hard to improve 
his skills, includ- 
ing the flying 
clothesline 
(right). 


KEVIN 
SULLIVAN 


Each month 

THE WRESTLER’S panel of experts 
will offer their candid opinions of one 
of wrestling’s stars. Whether an up-and- coming 
youngster or an established superstar in his own right, 
our panel will always be frank and honest without fear of reprisal 
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) is a sadistic mu 


lebreaker who stalks his opponents before brutally attacking them. But 
s is that he still uses the scientific skills that he developed early in his career, 


Kevin Sullivan (choking Brian Lee 
what makes him more dangerou 
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CAPT. LOU ALBANO 

“When Paul Orndorff began his feud with 
Hulk Hogan in 1984, | never believed he 
could be more vicious, cruel, nasty, and 
vicious as he was then. Well, | just saw 
the TV match where ‘Mr. Wonderful’ 
teamed with Big Van Vader to practically 
destroy Tom Zenk and Johnny Gunn. 
When Orndorff piledrived Zenk on the 
arena floor, | was sure the ‘Z-Man’s’ head 
would become flat as a pancake. There's 
no excuse for such cruelty, Paul Orndorff. 


Ya bum, yal” 
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Capt. Lou Albano, long known as “The 
Guiding Light,”” has guided 13 tag teams to 
an unmatched 16 WWF World tag team 
titles. 
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NICK BOCKWINKEL 
“To tell you the truth, | think Orndorff is a 
genius. He’s one of the few wrestlers 
around that harken back to my own not- 
so-long-ago era. Here’s a big factor about 
Paul that rarely gets talked about: You 
never, ever know what’s on the guy’s 
mind. He’s one cool customer, even 
when the action gets hot, or when some- 
one insults him during an interview. Orn- 
dorff not only has a great body, but he’s 
got a great intellect, and that’s what sets 
him apart.” 


Bockwinkel, a four-time AWA champion, 
was one of the most complete wrestlers in 
history. He now serves as a commentator 
for several independent organizations. 
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KILLER KOWALSKI 
“Aside from some brief stretches as a fan 
favorite, Orndorff has been a man we can 
all admire. He’s had some classic match- 
es against Hulk Hogan, a great stint in 
the old Georgia area, and his recent 
Smoky Mountain action proved he hasn't 
lost a step after all these years. Now Orn- 
dorff has returned to WCW, and | think 
the federation is in for a rough time. 
‘Wonderful’ is wrestling just wonderfully. 
He's definitely a man with something to 


prove these days.” 
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Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic 
rulebreakers in the sport's history, runs a 
wrestling school in Reading, Massachusetts. 


LOU THESZ 

“Mike Tyson used to say this: Every 
punch he throws is with bad intentions. 
The same can be said for the wrestling 
maneuvers of Orndorff. When he puts a 
guy in a piledriver, he’s not just trying to 
win a match. Orndorff, | think, is trying to 
end his opponent's career as well. When 
he hammers someone with a clothesline, 
he’s trying to vanquish his foe right there. 
There’s nothing illegal about those 
moves, but Orndorff has a really bad 
attitude.” 


Lou Thesz held the NWA World title six 
times during his fabulous 50-year career. 
Many consider him the greatest all-round 
wrestler in history. 


— 
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DORY FUNK JR. 

“You know me. I’m neither for nor 
against rulebreakers, because | used to 
straddle that fence myself when my ca- 
reer was in full swing. | was never the 
kind of guy to use foreign objects or any- 
thing like that. | just got rough when the 
Situation demanded it. Paul Orndorff is 
that same kind of guy. He knows that to 
succeed against some of the most ruth- 
less men around, you've got to be able to 
match blows with anyone. He’s a man’s 


man. How can | complain?” 
aS Ee a ee 


Dory Funk Jr. held the NWA World title 
from 1969 to 1973. He has been IWCCW 
commissioner since 1991. 


JIM ROSS 

“At this stage of his career, | expected 
Orndorff to be a bit slower, perhaps to 
have gained a couple of pounds. What | 
didn’t expect is for Orndorff to be such a 
decidated athlete after 14 years in the 
sport. He’s in every bit as fine shape as 
he was a decade ago. And he hasn't lost 
any speed, strength, or competitive drive. 
If you strip away his surly demeanor, Orn- 
dorff is a borderline hall of famer. This 
should be a big year for the veteran.” 


Jim Ross is a keen observer of the mat 
sport. Until recently, he was the host of 
World Championship Wrestling on Super- 
Station TBS. 
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Giant Gonzales is as big 
and strong as ever. But his violent 
rage is something new. A long 
time friend reveals that this is 

not the Gonzales he knows. 

He suspects foul play! 


By Chris Bernucca 


HEN ESTEBAN AGUILAR comes 

home from his job as as supervisor 
of shipping and receiving, he wants to do 
two things: eat and relax. On the night of 
February 15, he was unable to do either 
one. 

Aguilar, an Argentine immigrant who 
came to the United States as a teenager 20 
years ago, was sitting on the couch in the 
living room of his one-family house in San 
Antonio, Texas, holding four-year-old 
Esteban Jr. on his lap. Two rooms away in 
the kitchen, his wife Marina was preparing 
dinner. 

The elder Aguilar held the television re- 
mote control in his right hand, clicking 
quickly through the channels, hoping to 
find something to keep his interest for the 
next 10 minutes or so, until he and his 
family sat down to eat. He stopped at the 
USA Network, which was airing WWF 
Monday Night Raw. 

At first, Aguilar was excited. He had 
recently heard from Jorge Gonzales, a life- 
long friend from his childhood in Argenti- 
na. Gonzales, returning to pro wrestling 
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after a one-year hiatus, told Aguilar that he 
would be on TV in the near future and to 
look for him. Aguilar often bragged to his 
buddies at work that he was good friends 
with a real celebrity. 


GIANT GONZALES’ FORMER 
CONFIDANT SPEAKS OUT: 


“THEY MADE MY FRIEND 
_ INTO A MONSTER!” 


El Gigante (opposite) 

» and Giant Gonzales (left) 
> may be the same per- 
json, but they are defi- 

nitely not the same per- 

sonality. Gonzales has 

|, become a raging rule- 

™ _ breaker, wreaking havoc 

4 onthe WWF (below). 


There were three or four wrestlers in 
the ring, but none of them were 
Gonzales. Aguilar was about to resume 
channel-grazing when a large figure 
stormed toward the ring. Aguilar did 
not want to believe his eyes, and 
rubbed them, hoping that what he had 
seen was just an eerie apparition. 

But what Aguilar had seen was no 
mirage. There, in a skin-colored 
bodysuit with air-brushed musculature 
and blotches of thick brown fur, was 
Gonzales. From the kitchen, Marina 
called. Dinner was ready, but Esteban 
Aguilar had suddenly lost his appetite. 
He felt sick to his stomach. 

When her call failed to summon her 
husband, Marina strolled into the liv- 
ing room to see if Esteban had fallen 
asleep on the couch, as he often does. 
She was surprised to see him seated 
upright and motionless. 

“C’mon, baby,”’ she cooed. ‘‘Time 
to eat.” 

“Look,” pleaded Aguilar. 
look at the TV for a minute.” 

Marina took several steps toward the 
TV, then stopped. 

“Ts that Jorge?”’ she asked. 

“Yes,” replied her husband. ‘They 


made my friend into a monster!’’ 
2K 


“T don’t understand,’”’ Aguilar told 
the reporter. “Jorge was always big 
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“Just 


Harvey Wippleman introduced Gonzales at the press conference prior to the Royal Rumble 
(above). Gonzales introduced himself to Tito Santana at WWF Monday Night Raw (below). 
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and strong, but never was he mean. I 
used to tell him that he was too nice to 
be a pro wrestler.’ 

Aguilar was referring to his friend’s 
first two years as a wrestler. Unable to 
continue his basketball career with the 
NBA Atlanta Hawks because of a 
knee injury, Gonzales was offered a 
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contract by WCW. He signed and en- 
joyed limited success as El Gigante un- 
til leaving for personal reasons at the 
beginning of 1992. 

“He never told me what was bother- 
ing him, although I know there was a 
death in his family and he returned to 
the home country,” revealed Aguilar. 


“He felt it was important to be with 
his family. Jorge is a very private per- 
son, but kind nonetheless.”’ 

Gonzales took off nearly all of 1992. 
Late in the year, he secretly signed a 
deal with Harvey Wippleman, the scur- 
rilous WWF manager who had big 
plans for the big man. 

Wippleman turned loose Gonzales at 
the Royal Rumble, hoping for the 
maximum exposure provided by the 


WWFE’s first pay-per-view event of the 
season. His plan worked to perfection, 
as Gonzales, exhibiting a streak of ter- 
ror Aguilar had never seen before, at- 
tacked The Undertaker and severely in- 
jured the popular fan favorite. 

“That’s not the Jorge I know,” 
Aguilar said after viewing a tape of the 
Royal Rumble. 

Although Aguilar doesn’t consider 
himself an aficionado of wrestling, he 


Gigante had his dominant moments in WCW (above), but was just moderately successful. 


Although he never won a title, he was immensely popular with the fans (below). 


may be right on the money. 
Wippleman is a master manipulator 
whom many consider responsible for 
the arrested social development of Ka- 
mala. Prior to Kamala, Wippleman 
took popular fan favorite Sid Justice 
and whipped him into a rulebreaking 
frenzy. Although he has yet to manage 
a champion, it is clear that the puny 
loudmouth wields a certain power over 
his charges, no matter how imposing a 
physical specimen they may be. 

Aguilar, who says he has spoken to 
Gonzales at least once a month for the 
past 10 years, has not heard from his 
friend since Christmas, when Gonzales 
called to wish Aguilar and his family a 
happy holiday season and inform him 
of his return to the mat sport. 
Gonzales has failed to return his 
friend’s telephone calls and Aguilar 
fears that Wippleman has conspired to 
cut off Gonzales from the outside 
world. 

“T think Wippleman has brain- 
washed him,’’ Aguilar said. ‘‘What 
other explanation could there be for 
his behavior? I feel like I don’t know 
him anymore, and I thought I knew 
him better than anyone. He looks like 
a wild animal, like Bigfoot or some- 
thing. I see him on TV and he scares 


me. I say, ‘That’s not Jorge.’ But I 
know it is, 
“This is a crazy sport,” Aguilar 


sighed. ‘‘I don’t think I’ll ever under- 
stand it.” Oo 


CASHIN YOUR CHIPS 


VINNIE VEGAS (Don't 
gaa Ranch 


: 
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By Chris Bernucca 


HE BIGGEST MAN in WCW 

was seated in the corner of the 
locker room, feeling about two feet 
tall. 

“Erik Watts,’’ muttered Vinnie 
oe oe : es sae Vegas to no one in particular. ‘‘I 
Vinnie Vegas (opposite) has the ability to manhandle opponents like 2 Cold Scorpio (above) lost to bleeping Erik Watts. What 
and Ron Simmons (below). But he hasn’t, and critics are wondering why. the hell is the matter with me?’’ 

That question has been asked by 
wrestlers, managers, announcers, 
and fans ever since the 7’, 300- 
pound high roller from Nevada 
came strutting into WCW in 1991. 
What js the matter with Vinnie 
Vegas? 

“‘Nothing’s the matter with 
him,’’ offered ‘‘Diamond’’ Dallas 
Page, former manager and tag 
team partner of Vegas, who left 
WCW after suffering a serious inju- 
ry. ‘‘Vinnie’s a young wrestler learn- 
ing the ropes. Mark my words, he'll 
get it down, and when he does, 
look out!” 

“He’s not focused,’’ said Harley 
Race, who once recruited Vegas for 
his ‘‘Half-Ton Of Holy Hell’’ stable 
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along with Big Van Vader and Mr. 
Hughes. ‘‘He’s big and strong, but 
he gets off track sometimes.” 

“‘He’s a brawler,’’ said WCW 
broadcaster Tony Schiavone. ‘‘You 
can't succeed nowadays strictly as 
a brawler. You have to have some 
scientific skills in order to compete 
and win.” 

“He’s a bum," voiced Claire 
Stinson, a 15-year-old fan from At- 
lanta, Georgia. ‘‘He comes to the 
ring in that awful suit like he’s 
something special, but he loses to 
people a man his size shouldn't 
lose to. He should find a new line 
of work, like installing billboards or 
something.”’ 

Vegas hasn’t contended for any 
WCW titles. His win-loss mark is 
disappointing. His choice of part- 
ners and managers could have 
been better. But those are no rea- 
sons for Vegas to fold his hand. In 
fact, Vegas should borrow from the 
bank in order to stay in the game 
as long as possible, because he 
may have an ace in the hole. 

Vegas may not exhibit much 
technical skill, but that is because 
he has been wrestling for just three 
years. The big man carved his 
niche in basketball, which he 
played at the University of Tennes- 
see and in pro leagues in Europe. 

A knee injury ended his basket- 
ball career and slowed his training 
34 


Vegas is a brawler who has been wrestling for less than three years. He has not developed 
good scientific skills, which gets him in trouble against those who have (above and below). 


aS a grappler. Tall men are also at 
a distinct disadvantage in wrestling, 
in which it pays to have a low cen- 
ter of gravity. 

Despite his obvious shortcom- 
ings, Vegas made his debut at 
Clash of the Champions XVII in Ma- 
con, Georgia, on November 19, 
1991, taking on the smaller but 
more experienced Tommy Rich, a 
former NWA World champion. 

Those impressed by Vegas’ size 
were even more impressed by the 
outcome of the match. Vegas han- 
dled Rich in just 56 seconds, fin- 
ishing him off with his ‘‘snake 
eyes’’ facedrop onto the 
turnbuckle. 


Since then, however, it has been 
Vegas who has been throwing 
“snake eyes.’ His initial success 
was tempered by a series of losses 
in pursuit of the now-defunct U.S. 
tag team title. He switched mana- 
gerial alliances, jumping from Race 
to Page, but found no success 
there, either. In less than a year, 
Vegas had gone from promising 
prodigy to overrated oaf. 

Vegas isn’t the first wrestler to 
see his star lose its luster. In fact, 
his situation is similar to that of 
Razor Ramon, the WWF rulebreaker 
who finally came of age in 1992 
after years of disappointment as 
Scott Hall and The Diamond 


Studd. 

Like Vegas, Ramon is an over- 
sized wrestler without a lot of sci- 
entific skills. But he has parlayed 
his image and a newfound tough- 
ness into a series of stunning vic- 
tories and title contention. 


“Vegas could learn something 
from Ramon,’’ said WCW expert 
Donald Wayne. ‘‘We all know there 
is something missing from Vinnie’s 
repertoire, whether it be better 
skills, better management, or a bet- 
ter attitude. Maybe what’s missing 
is a better—or different—image.”’ 

Could a slight change in charac- 
ter be all that Vegas needs to reach 
the top? It certainly worked for Ra- 
mon. Then again, Ramon had the 
backing of Bobby ‘‘The Brain’’ 
Heenan and Ric Flair, two of the 
best strategy men in the sport. 

“| thought | could get guidance 
from Harley Race, but it never hap- 
pened,”’ said Vegas. ‘‘Once [Big 
Van] Vader won the title, Harley for- 
got about me and Mr. Hughes. 
That’s why | signed on with Dallas. 
He said he would be committed to 
me, and he was ... until he got 
hurt, that is.” 

The forced split didn’t stop Page 
from touting his huge friend. 


‘Vinnie. Vegas has more potential 
than any wrestler in WCW,” Page 
boasted. ‘‘If he doesn’t realize that 
potential, it’s my fault. So if your 
magazine is coming after Vegas, 
come after me instead.”’ 

Vegas certainly sounds commit- 
ted, but his commitment may sim- 
ply be not enough. Some wrestlers 
are destined for greatness; others 
come up a notch short. Can Vegas 
become a star? His potential still 
makes him a smart investment. But 
if there isn’t marked improvement 
by mid-1993, Vegas could end up 
in a career filled with prelminary 
bouts. To put it in the parlance of 
his hometown, right now Vinnie Ve- 
gas is ‘‘off the board,’’ which 
means not enough is known about 
him to bet on or against him. 

‘| know a lot is expected of 
me,’’ said Vegas. ‘‘l know that to 
be successful, | have to beat guys 
like Erik Watts.” 

That would be a start. OJ 


As both men possess similar styles, it’s hard to explain why Van Hammer (above) has progressed farther 
than Vegas. Vegas has awesome strength (below), but doesn’t always use it to his advantage. 


AGA 


Make no mistake—all signs of Hulk Ho- 
gan’s return point to a showdown with 
WWF World champion Bret Hart. 


“| COULD BEAT 


BRET HART WITH MY 


EYES CLOSED!” 


Hulk Hogan claims he’s returning to the WWF to avenge his 
close friend Brutus Beefcake. However, the “‘Hulkster”’ has a 
hidden agenda, which is to win back the WWF World title. If 
you thought Hogan and Bret Hart were on good terms, 
you’re in for a surprise 


By Andy Rodriguez 


ULK HOGAN HAS told any- 

one who will listen he is re- 
turning to the WWF to avenge his 
close friend Brutus Beefcake. The 
“Hulkster’ was watching WWF 
Monday Night Raw when Beef- 
cake was brutally double-teamed 
by World tag team champions 
Money Inc. He knew instinctively 
that at that point Beefcake need- 
ed help—and who better to give 
that help than Hogan? 

Hogan had watched that same 
TV program proudly when Beef- 
cake announced his return to ac- 
tive competition after nearly three 
years out. He cringed when Beef- 
cake described the horrible 
parasailing accident that almost 
killed him. 

Brutus told the world that in the 
dark days following the mishap, 
one man was at his side more 
than any other: Hogan. He said 
the “Hulkster’” kept up his spirits, 
inspiring him to battle the odds 
and return to the ring. 

The bond of  friendship— 
strengthened by tragedy—com- 
pelled Hogan to return to his 


| friend’s side. 


But is that the whole story? Is it 


| any part of the story? 


Few would question Hogan’s 
sincerity where Beefcake is con- 
cerned, but the “‘Hulkster’s’’ own 
words belie his intentions. He isn’t 
merely returning to help out an 
old friend. 
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Recently, Hogan speculated to 
the Rockford [Illinois] Register-Star 
that if he did return, it would be 
for a very specific reason. 

“| just don’t want to wrestle,” 
he said. “I want to win the belt 
back. | want to be the champion.” 

That is perfectly understandable 
for a man who held the World title 
four times before. No one would 
deny Hogan his championship 
dreams. Furthermore, he made 
the statement before Beefcake’s 
comeback. 

However, Hogan’s next com- 
ment confirmed the seriousness 
of his purpose. 

“They've got a guy named Bret 
‘The Hitman’ Hart who’s champi- 
on now. | could beat him with my 
eyes closed. He couldn’t even 
lace my boots up.” 

At first glance, that seems like 
a shocking statement. It is surpris- 
ing that Hogan would antagonize 
Hart in that fashion. 

“| always thought Hulk had a 
lot of respect for Bret,” said one 
source. ‘‘After Bret became a fan 
favorite, he and Hogan got along 
just fine. | can’t believe he’d dis 
him like that.” 

Others take the view that Ho- 
gan has nothing against Hart, that 
Hart just happens to be the man 
holding the championship. 

“Heck, Hogan would feel the 
same way if Beefcake was World 
champion,” offered ex-WWF grap- 
pler Ken Patera. ‘‘For Hulk, being 
anything but champion is a sec- 
ond-rate proposition. To settle for 
anything less would be an admis- 
sion that he’s slipped. He’s not 
ready to admit that.” 

Only the World singles title will 
do. Apparently, not even holding 
a share of the World tag team title 
would be enough, though that 
particular goal is one that has in- 
trigued him. 

His aim in teaming with Beef- 
cake really has nothing to do with 
the tag belts. Hogan and Beef- 
cake would be quite satisfied with 
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humiliating Ted DiBiase and Irwin 
R. Schyster while not taking their 
title. 

No, Hogan wants the belt. He 
wants Hart. 

It is not difficult to imagine this 
scenario: Hogan returns, teams 
with Beefcake for several match- 
es, then challenges Hart for the 
World title. Hogan regains the ti- 
tle, then quickly goes back into 
semiretirement. 

There is for Hogan the obvious 
risk that he may not win the belt, 
thereby endangering his reputa- 
tion. It is a risk, though, that bare- 
ly enters his mind. 

“Hogan doesn’t see the risks,” 
said Patera. “He only sees the 


glory. Of course, | can’t read his 
mind, but | don’t think he’s 
changed much since the last time 
we both wrestled in the WWF. If 
he was not absolutely convinced 
he could come back and beat 
Hart, then he wouldn’t have said 
those things about Bret. If | were 
Hart, | would not take Hogan’s 
words lightly.” 

That is true. The “Hitman” has 
faced a lot of dangerous oppo- 
nents, but perhaps none so dan- 
gerous than an inspired Hulk Ho- 
gan. Fired up about teaming with 
Beefcake, Hogan could easily 
transfer that intensity into a sus- 
tained bid for his fifth World title. 

It is entirely possible that Beef- 


Hogan an excuse to go after Hart. 
Hogan may disregard “The Bar- 
ber’s’”’ plight completely in pursuit 
of personal gold. 

“| find it very hard to believe 
that Hulk wasn’t coming back 
anyway sometime in 1993,” said 
one WWF wrestler who has com- 
peted against the ‘“‘Hulkster” sev- 
eral times over the past five 
years. “Word around the locker 
rooms was that he definitely was 
going to return by SummerSlam. 
Hey, he finished his movie, he 
may as well wrestle. He’s still bet- 
ter than most of these guys.” 

Beefcake may have hastened 
his decision, but it was a decision 


cake’s dilemma simply offered 


Before his return, Hogan had not competed 
since WrestleMania VIll, when he scored a 
DQ victory over Sid Justice (above). Mean- 
while, Hart has remained sharp, taking on 
foes such as Ted DiBiase (opposite inset) 
and Bam Bam Bigelow (right). 


Hogan had already made. Most 
likely, Hogan would prefer taking 
the championship from someone 
he despises, rather than from 
Hart. Of course, Hart may not 
even be champion by the time 
Hogan plunges into World title 
contention. 

For now, though, Hart remains 
Hogan's target. 

Money Inc. is just target 
practice. 


As champion, the “Hit- 
man’”’ has kept a leg up on 
the competition, among 
them Kamala (above). 


THE FAMILY’S FIFTH TRAGIC DEATH 


KERRY 
VON ERICH 
OMMITS 


Kerry Von Erich is dead at 33, 
taking his own life as his brothers 
Mike and Chris did before him. It 
is yet another setback for the once- 
proud “first family of wrestling” 


By Chris Bernucca 
ERRY VON ERICH took his 
own life on February 18, 
putting a bullet in his chest and 
becoming the fifth son in the star- 
crossed Texas wrestling family to 
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die at an early age. He was 33. 

Von Erich, on probation for a 
1992 drug conviction, had been in- 
dicted the previous day on a co- 
caine possession charge. He is the 
third son of Fritz and Doris Von 
Erich to commit suicide. Mike Von 
Erich, 23, died of a drug overdose 
in 1987. Chris Von Erich, 21, died 
of a self-inflicted gunshot wound in 
1991. Two other Von Erich sib- 
lings, Jack and David, died in 1959 
and 1984, respectively. 


Fans were overcome with emotion at services honoring the ‘ 
“Modern-Day Warrior.”’ Von Erich may have been the most 
popular star ever to hail from Texas. 


“He said he felt that he’d never 
worked his way through the grief 
of the loss of his brothers,” pro- 
moter Grey Pierson told The Dal- 
las Moming News. 

“People knew he had a sub- 
stance abuse problem, and we 
certainly tried to help as much we 
could,” WWF spokesman Steve 
Planamenta told the Moming 
News. “It seemed something that 
was very difficult to overcome.” 

Pierson had spoken twice with 
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souri State and NWA World titles (above). 
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Von Erich regarding the wrestler’s 
match on a GWF card at the Sport- 
atorium, scheduled for the follow- 
ing day. Pierson said Von Erich, 
despite his legal entanglements, 
promised to appear at the card. 
On the day of his death, Von 
Erich visited his father’s home in 
Denton County, Texas, at approxi- 
mately 1:30 p.m. and went for a 
drive around the property, accord- 
ing to a spokeswoman for the Den- 
ton County Sheriffs Department. 
His father became concemed 
and went to look for Kerry, finding 
him about a quarter-mile from the 
house, the spokeswoman said. In- 
vestigators found a_ .44caliber 
handgun next to the body and the 
wound in his chest. The spokes- 
woman said there was no evi- 
dence of foul play, and Von 
Erich’s death was being investigat- 
ed as a suicide. 
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Kerry had memorable bouts with Harley Race for both the Mis- 


Chris Adams and Gino Hernandez tried to debunk the myth of 
the Von Erich name, but Kerry had a handle on the situation. 


Fritz Von Erich, a star wrestler 
during the 1950s, 60s, and early- 
10s, trained his sons in the sport, 
slowly constructing a dynasty. The 
drawing power of the Von Erich 
family took the regional World 
Class promotion in Dallas to na- 
tional prominence. From 1980 to 
1985, the promotion’s television 
show was syndicated in 66 US. 
markets as well as in Japan and 
the Middle East. 

By that time, tragedy had al- 
ready twice struck the Von Erich 
family. Seven-year-old Jack, the 
family’s firstborn, died in an acci- 
dental electrocution in 1959. David, 
25, had contracted acute enteritis, 
an inflammation of the intestines, 
during a wrestling tour of Japan in 
1984 and never recovered. 

The popularity of the family 
name was illustrated at his funeral 
in Dallas by a five-mile long auto 


World Class vs. AWA, superstar vs. superstar: Ke 
“iron claw” to AWA champ Jerry “The King” Lawler in 1988. 
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rry puts the 
procession from the church to the 
cemetary. And, on May 6, 1984, a 
crowd of more than 43,000 attend- 
ed the “David Von Erich Memonial 
Parade Of Champions” at Texas 
Stadium. The main event saw Ker- 
ry Von Erich defeat Ric Flair to 
win the NWA World title, the big- 
gest victory of his career. 

Although David’s death marked 
the beginning of the end of the Von 
Erich reign, the success of Kerry 
and his older brother, Kevin, contin- 
ued. However, on June 4, 1986, Ker- 
ry was seriously injured in a motor- 
cycle accident that nearly cost him 
his life. The worst of his injuries was 
an open fracture of the right ankle, 
which required 20 hours of recon- 
structive surgery to repair. 

While the ankle healed sufii- 
ciently to allow his return to the 
sport, it severely limited his agility 
and caused him extreme pain. 


That pain became the root of his 
addiction to painkillers and other 
drugs. In 1987, at the urging of his 
family, he entered a drug rehabili- 
tation center. 

Less than one year later, Mike 
Von Erich died following an over- 
dose of the tranquilizer Placidyl. 
Mike was bothered by physical 
and emotional problems after 
nearly dying from toxic shock 
syndrome. 

Despite his injury, Kerry contin- 
ued wrestling, moving to the 
WWF and becoming the “Texas 
Tomado.” He won the Interconti- 
nental title from Curt Hennig on 
August 27, 1990, losing the belt 
back to Hennig three months later. 

Chris Von Erich, the youngest 
and smallest of the clan, shot him- 
self with a pistol in September 
1991. Chris was an asthmatic 
whose fledgling career in the mat 


Kerry always had a spot in his heart for children and spent plenty 
of time with them, even when he wasn’t feeling 100 percent. 


sport was cut short by injuries. He 
also was very close to Mike and, 
among family members, took his 
death hardest. 

The only surviving son is Kevin 
Von Erich, who also starred during 
the boom years of World Class. 
Kerry was scheduled to accompa- 
ny Kevin and other wrestlers on a 
tour of Nigeria in April. 

On October 1, 1992, Kerry was 
sentenced to 10 years probation 
and fined $6,000 after pleading no- 


contest to six felony counts of pre-. 


scription forgery stemming from 
an incident on February 8 in Rich- 
ardson, Texas, in which he tried to 
illegally obtain Valium and Vicodin 
from a drugstore. 

Following his arrest, Kerry en- 
tered the Betty Ford Center for a 
28-day rehabilitation program. He 
retumed to the WWF and re- 
mained there until July, when he 
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Kerry won the Intercontinental title in 1990. 
He left the federation in 1992, citing differ- 
ences with WWF head Vince McMahon. 


left after citing differences with 
WWF head Vince McMahon. 

On January 13, Von Erich was 
arrested for possession of a con- 
trolled substance, which tumed 
out to be 1.3 grams of cocaine. 
The possession charge was in di- 
rect violation of his probation and 
Von Ench, if convicted, could 
have served two to 20 years. 

In the January 1993 issue of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, Kerry said, 
“There’s a lot of drugs in our busi- 
ness ... There’s a lot of hiding 
feelings and a lot of hiding pain. 
And there are drugs, more so than 
probably anyone could even 
come close to imagining.” 

The pain of the Von Erichs 
seems hard to imagine as well.) 
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IF YOU THINK § 
TATANKA’S 
GREAT 

NOW... 


SRNR 


With steady im- 
provement and 
a realistic match 
schedule, 
Tatanka has 
chopped his 
way to an unde- 
feated record in 
the WWF, 


, Tatanka has remained 

= undefeated while slowly 
improved his ring skills. Now he 
N THE WWF, there are two types of successful is in line for a shot at the 


By Andy Rodriguez 


a as Intercontinental title. Should he 
One is the scientific marvel, such as Bret Hart i hi ‘eld 
and Shawn Michaels. These men are not big, but win, expect to see him quickly 
rely on the executiion of holds, maneuvers, and improve his ring skills, because 


strategy to defeat bigger and stronger opponents. 
What other explanation would there be for Hart's 
recent resounding victory over 368 
pound Bam Bam Bigelow, or Michaels’ 
defeat of powerful Randy Savage? 

Below them, there are other skilled 
technicians, such as “Mr. Perfect’ Curt 
Hennig and Bob Backlund. As a group, 
these men epitomize the style of wres- 
tling made popular by legends such as 
Lou Thesz. 

The other type of successful wrestler 
in the WWF is the brawler, such as Ra- 
zor Ramon and The Undertaker. These 
men are big and rely on their strength to 
simply overpower opponents. Rarely do 
they employ even the most rudimentary 
technical skills. They prefer to launch an 
all-out assault on their opponent, wear 
him down, and humiliate him. 

Clearly, some brawlers are more successful Photos by David Fitzgerald 
than others. Witness Damian Demento, or Repo 
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he will have to! 


Tatanka has easily handled brawlers 
like Damian Demento (above), but 
brawling won’t help him as much 
against Shawn Michaels (left). 
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Man, or any other of a dozen or so 
“contenders.” These men brawl, but 
they'll never win it all. 

There is very little middle ground 
in the WWF for a young, inexperi- 
enced wrestler looking to make a 
dent in the sport. Because of the 
contrast in styles at the top, most 
wrestlers pick a style and stick with 
it as far as it will take them. Some, 
like Hart, persevere and reach the 
pinnacle. Others, like Demento, lan- 
guish on undercards, wondering 
what went wrong. 

However, there is one federation 
member who has made a concerted 
effort to improve his technical skills 
and combine them with his strength 
to make a serious run at a title, with- 
out suffering debilitating defeats 
along the way. 

That man is Tatanka. 

“Tatanka has to be taken seriously 
as a contender,” offered Marty Jan- 
netty, who recently saw his title 
dreams cut short and left the federa- 
tion. “He’s strong, has plenty of en- 


thusiasm, and lots of confidence. 
And his ring skills improve with ev- 
ery match.” 

It would be hard for Tatanka’s ring 
skills not to improve. The native 
American came chopping his way 
into the federation just over one 
year ago. Observers noticed his loy- 
alty to his heritage, his chanting, and 
his war dance. They also noticed his 
lack of scientific skills. 

Exhibiting patience, Tatanka took 
on a proper match schedule and be- 
gan building a long winning :streak. 
He perfected his “totem pole” su- 
plex and backbreaker and improved 
his agility. Tatanka took a big step at 
WrestleMania VIII, beating former 
Martel, a former AWA World cham- 
pion and noted technician. 

“Tatanka knew that Martel was the 
better scientific wrestler,” noted 
WWF expert Thomas Pilliard. “So he 
worked on improving his ring skills 
in preparation for Martel. Obviously, 
it paid off.” 

Tatanka has continued his winning 


ways, pinning The Berzerker at 
SummerSlam ‘92 and Martel again at 
Survivor Series. Although he has yet 
to lose in the WWF, most of his 
opponents have been brawlers, 
which has somewhat retarded the 
development of his scientific skills. 

In late-January, Tatanka received a 
non-title match against Interconti- 
nental champion Michaels, whose 
combination of confidence, guile, 
and skill made him one of the feder- 
ation’s best. Tatanka took another 
major step towards greatness, pin- 
ning Michaels without overusing his 
brawling skills. 

Right now, Tatanka has merely ac- 
quired the skills that have allowed 
him to get to this level of success. 
He knows he can beat Michaels with 
what he has now; he also knows 
that he will need more than what he 
has now to successfully defend the 
belt. 

Recently, Tatanka has been 
matched against Demento, a sick in- 
dividual with a penchant for brawl- 


Brawlers don’t provide much of a challenge for 
Tatanka, who has to improve his scientific skills to 
take his place among the WWF's elite. 


ing and very little technical skill. 
Tatanka has dominated the feud, but 
has done so by relying more on 
brawling than science. 

In addition to handling Demento, 
Tatanka also pinned Razor Ramon 
on consecutive nights in February, 
showing that his improvement is no 
fluke. By beating Ramon, he also 
showed that he is now among the 
federation’s brawling elite. 

That will not serve him against 
contenders like Backlund or Hennig, 


whose scientific skills are far better 
than his. Backlund’s defensive style 
would thoroughly frustrate an ag- 
gressive , wrestler like — Tatanka. 
Hennig can probably match strength 
with Tatanka and possesses a far bet- 
ter suplex. Brute strength is great, 
but Tatanka would be far better off 
as one of the federation’s scientific 
elite. 

“He’s not lazy,” said Jannetty. 
“Look at his match schedule. Look at 
the quality of his opponents. He has 


the desire to compete, to learn, to 
improve. That's the kind of attitude 
that ends up wearing championship 
belts,” 

The Intercontinental title _ belt 
would look good on Tatanka. In fact, 
it would only help to make him look 
better in the ring. O 


When he first entered the WWF in 1992, 
Tatanka barely knew what an armbar was. 
But he has slowly developed his technical 
prowess to an acceptable level. 


WHY BARRY WINDHAM’S 
GREATEST TRIUMPH WILL 
BECOME HIS 


GREATEST | 
TRAGEDY 


Even in winning the NWA 
title, Barry Windham 

had to share the spotlight with 
Ric Flair. Windham is already 
working on a plan to keep the 
belt from the ‘Nature Boy.” 


Moments after winning the NWA — 
title, The Wrestler has learned, 
Barry Windham tried to institute 


a plan to reform The Four 
Horsemen. What became of that 
plan makes for startling reading! 


HERE IS NO way to state it 

more clearly: Barry Windham 
wants The Four Horsemen back to- 
gether again. 

He wants the Horsemen to do for 
him what they did for Ric Flair. He 
wants to use them to protect his 
NWA championship. 

Windham wants, in a manner of 
speaking, his own Four Horsemen. 

There have been several versions 
of the Horsemen, but two men who 
were almost always with the group 
were Flair and Arn Anderson. For 


Windham and Flair were stablemates in The Four Horsemen 
(above), one of the most ruthless and powerful rulebreaking 
stables in mat history. But Windham and the other Horsemen 
were pawns used by Flair to protect his World title reign. Now a 
champion, Windham (right) is looking for the same support. 
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By Andy Rodriguez 


much of that time, the Horsemen 
had a manager, J.J. Dillon, but Flair 
was the real ringleader. The Horse- 
men were his show. 

Windham, The Wrestler has 
learned, wants to make the Horse- 
men his show. 

Neither Windham, Flair, nor An- 
derson wanted to be interviewed, 
but they have all left enough clues 
to betray their intentions, or at least 
their inclinations. 

When Windham saw Flair at Sup- 
erBrawl Ill, it brought back to his 


mind his alliance with the “Nature 
Boy.” They've feuded a lot over the 
years, but when they were team- 


mates in the Horsemen, they formed 


as solid a team as is possible in a 
sport where alliances shift very 
quickly. 

However, there was never any 
question that Flair was the man in 
charge. He was the one who deter- 
mined who wrestled who and where 
they wrestled. For the Horsemen to 
work for Windham, he will have to 
demand from Flair a similar respect. 
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Windham promised that he would defeat The Great Muta and made good on his word, 
using his size advantage to overpower the smaller Japanese wrestler (above and below). 


TT i aR: 
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It will not be easy. Flair is not ac- 
customed to taking orders from any- 
one. He ruled the Horsemen. Osten- 
sibly, in the WWF, Flair was 
managed by Bobby Heenan, but 
anyone familiar with that experience 
knows Flair was completely in 
charge of his own affairs. 

No matter to Windham. 

‘You're talking about events that 
happened three, four years ago,” 
said one former WCW wrestler who 
competed against the Horsemen 
many times. “Windham is the man 
now. He’s the one who has what 
Flair wants. For Flair to reach that 
goal, he may have to do some things 
that aren’t to his liking.” 

What Flair wants is that NWA 
championship, which he calls “the 
title | never lost.” On the SuperBrawl 
Ill night on which Windham cap- 
tured the belt from The Great Muta, 
Flair was at ringside to provide com- 
mentary. After the bout, Flair 
climbed in the ring and strapped the 
title belt on Windham. They eyed 
each other warily before Flair strut- 
ted out of the ring. 

However, Windham saw things 
before the match that had to bother 
him. As he and Muta received their 
prematch instructions, fans chanted 
“We want Flair! We want Flair!” They 
also carried signs welcoming back 
Flair and the Horsemen. When peo- 
ple think Horsemen, they think Flair. 
Windham may think that is not a 
problem, but it is a potential 
obstacle. 

Anderson presents a_ different 
problem for Windham. Within the 
Horsemen, they were equals, but 
equals under Flair. 

“When Anderson thinks about the 
Horsemen,” said Larry Zbyszko, “he 
thinks about Flair at the head of the 
group. He doesn’t intend to be tak- 
ing orders from Windham. They've 
gotten along great over the years— 
they were an excellent team—but in 
Anderson’s opinion, Flair is the man.” 

Windham believed he had found 
a way to win Anderson over to his 
cause. “Double A” had contract 


Although Windham won the title, he had a tough time with Muta, a scientific star (left). At slower 
moments like these (right), Windham may have already been considering his plan to keep the title. 


problems with WCW. Windham de- 
termined that he would do every- 
thing in his power to help Anderson 
settle his dispute. That way, Wind- 
ham reasoned, Anderson would be 
beholden to the NWA champion. 

Upon his return, Anderson hinted 
about a Horsemen reunion. That 
may be a coincidence. The question 
remains, though, where Anderson's 
ultimate loyalties lie. He isn’t saying. 

Windham, Flair, and Anderson 
form the core of the Horsemen. 
Who will Windham choose as_his 
fourth? Ole Anderson is retired, Lex 
Luger is in the WWF, and Sting is 
out of the question. Most of the 
speculation is leaning toward Sid Jus- 
tice, currently a man without a 
federation. 

Justice’s stint as a Horsemen is 


most memorable for the “impostor 
Sting” incident of Halloween Havoc 
‘90. That was when Windham, dis- 
guised as Sting, allowed Justice to 
pin him and “win” the NWA World 
title. The referee quickly discovered 
the ruse and reversed the decision. 

Windham did Justice a favor that 
night, a favor he wants Justice to 
return someday. That day may come 
when Justice becomes the fourth 
Horsemen. But there are no 
guarantees. 

“Justice doesn’t need the Horse- 
men,” said a former tag team part- 
ner. “He’s too independent to join a 
gang like that again. Earlier in his 
career, it was a good move to be a 
Horsemen, but he doesn’t need that 
anymore.” 

Justice may not need the Horse- 


men, but Windham has decided that 
Windham does. The problem is, Flair 
also may decide that is in his best 
interests to reunite that infamous 
gang of rulebreakers. 

“Barry is taking a gamble,” opined 
Paul Orndorff. “Look; Flair might de- 
cide, ‘Hey, the heck with Windham. 
The Horsemen have to protect me.’ | 
already know for a fact that Flair is 
ticked off about what Barry's trying 
to do. On the other hand, if Barry 
pulls this off, he’d become the most 
powerful man in WCW, more pow: 
erful than [WCW World champion) 
Big Van Vader.” 

Horsemen’ or no, Windham still 
must defend the NWA title against 
Flair. Giving Flair more reason to 
pursue him may have been the big- 
gest mistake Windham ever made. (1 
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NOW YOU CAN 
WEAR WHAT 
THE STAFF OF 
PWIWEARS 


BNIS|Z */OPOV) 


For 13 years there was only one way to get the 
official PWI EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT T-shirt— 
work for PWI. But now, for the first time in the 
history of PWI, we are allowing our devoted fans 
to purchase this highly sought-after shirt. The 
PWI “T”’ includes a one-color (blue) replica of 
the PWI logo, complete with the editorial 
department tagline, on a top-quality, gray 100% 
pre-shrunk cotton shirt. 


Take advantage of this special offer and order 
your PWI T-shirt today. At a cost of only $16.95 
(price includes shipping and handling), you'll be 
the envy of your friends. To order your PWI 
EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT T-shirt, fill out the 
order form below and mail it today. 


| SEND TO: | 
| LONDON PUBLISHING CO. | 
| P.O. BOX 48 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 I 


YES, | would like to order the official PWI 
| EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT T-shirt. | have en-I 
| closed a check or money order for $16.95 for | 
| each shirt (postage and handling mee) | 

made payable to London Publishing Co. or pro- 
| vided my credit card information to charge my 
| purchase. 


Please indicate size: 
(Small (\Medium (JLarge XL OOXXL 


Apt.# 


City State Zip 

Please indicate method of payment: 

{1 Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London 
Publishing Co.) 

{) VISA # = 

C1 MC # = 


Expiration Date: ___/ _ 
MOrYR 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Signature: 


| N.Y. residents add 8.5% sales tax 

| (Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Price offer good in 
U.S. only. All other countries $20.95 payable in 
international money orders in U.S. funds.) 
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YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 5) 


peted in the WWF in 1978, hardly 
making this Caribbean legend a 
“youngster.” This is just one of many 
of Monsoon’s statements that make 
me want to scream, “Gimme a 
break.” 
DAVE SZYMANAK 
Binghamton, NY 


’'m becoming increasingly per- 
turbed with the various WWF broad- 
casters continually referring to Bob 
Backlund’s age (43). Many of today’s 
premier competitors are in their 40s. 
Many more are over 30. In our youth- 
obsessed culture, age seems to be 
viewed as an impediment or a liabil- 
ity. Forty isn’t fatal, despite popular 
opinion. 

There’s a lot to be said for experi- 
ence, or what may be termed ‘‘sea- 
soning,” in life as well as in wrestling. 
When did the word “veteran” be- 
come synonymous with “over the 
hill’? ’'ll go with Backlund, Ric Flair, 
Randy Savage, or Rick Steamboat 


any day against the likes of Marcus 
Bagwell, Erik Watts, Dustin Rhodes, 
or Scotty Flamingo. 

On a similar note, so much is often 
said about second-generation wres- 
tlers. However, no one speaks of 
third-generation wrestling fans. 

RICHARD EVANS 
Gulfport, MS 


REMEMBERING ANDRE 

Once again, the world of wrestling 
has lost another great competitor. 
This time, it was 7’5”, 500-pound An- 
dre the Giant. When | heard this sad 
news, | could hardly believe it. 

I'll never forget the first time | saw 
Andre. He amazed me with his pres- 
ence. He had some classic battles 
with Big John Studd and Hulk Hogan 
that the fans will always remember. 
He left us with many great memories. 

Goodbye, Andre. We'll never forget 
you. 

DALE FURR 
Clinton, MS (1 


The late Andre the Giant had some classic battles with Hulk Hogan, including this 1980 


match. Reader Dale Furr will never forget the first time he saw the 7’5” grappler. 


THIS MONTH IN... 


Has HARLEY RACE lost control 
of BIG VAN VADER? 


Role reversal, title reversal: 
JERRY LAWLER beats CURT HENNIG 


PLUS. 
Find out why all of WwCw wants to give 
RIC FLAIR a hellish homecoming... Is 
the “new” KAMALA human enough to 
be champion? . . . Mirror, mirror, on the 
wall, one of these WWF stars—CURT 
HENNIG, LEX LUGER, RAZOR 
RAMON, or SHAWN MICHAELS—is 
due for a fall. . . A revealing “Press 
Conference” with BOBBY EATON 


All this—and much more... 
in the June 1993 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


NOW ON SALE! 


THE STEINERS’ one-two punch: 
The WWF World and I-C titles 


BRIAN CHRISTOPHER teams with 
DOINK: Send in the clowns! 


PLUS... 

Why we don’t trust JIMMY HART... 
You thought one BRUISER BRODY was 
bad? Here come two—THE BRUISE 
BROTHERS .. . JERRY LAWLER takes 
his turn on the “‘Hotseat” . . . Exclusive 
coverage of SuperBraw/ Ill 


All this—and much more... 
in the June 1993 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


NOW ON SALE! 
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title than the WCW title! That belt 
is currently around the waist of 
Barry Windham, who pinned The 
Great Muta at SuperBrawl to win 
the championship. Flair and Wind- 
ham had some classic battles dur- 
ing the 1980s and a resumption of 
this feud has fans drooling with 
anticipation. 

Davey Boy Smith made his 
WCW debut at SuperBrawl, pin- 
ning “Wild” Bill Irwin following a 
powerslam. The former WWF In- 
tercontinental champion looked 
sharp and has to be considered a 
contender for any one of the fed- 
eration’s titles. 

“T didn’t sit around and get fat,” 
said Smith, who left the WWF in 
October following his I-C title loss 
to Shawn Michaels. “I wrestled in 
some independent promotions 
and continued my workout regi- 
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Clip this form and send to: 
LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 


(Continued from page 7) 


men. I’m ready for anyone in 
WCW” 

“Narcissist’” Lex Luger appeared 
on a USWA card on February 22, 
teaming with Southem champion 
Brian Christopher against Jerry 
Lawler and Jeff Jarrett. The rule- 
breakers won by disqualification 
when Lawler threw a fireball at 
Luger, who ducked. Instead, 
Christopher caught the fireball 
over his left eye. 


that he had missed a flight and 
asked him if it would be better to 
discuss their differences in private, 
instead of in front of a television 
audience. 

As Eddie headed backstage, 
Doug attacked him, tossing him 
into a desk. Eddie issued a chal- 
lenge to his brother and made 
good on it, defeating Doug by 
countout on the February 22 card. 

In Japan, Hawk and Kensuke 


Kensuke Sasaki and Hawk continued their domikwnce of the IWGP tog team title, defeating 
Tony Halme and Rambo. The duo may be the best tag team in the sport today. 


Also on that card, the tag team 
titles changed hands for the sec- 
ond time in a week. The Moon- 
dogs, who had lost the belts to Ron 
and Don Harris one week earlier, 
defeated the brother duo when 
new ‘Dog Splash pinned Don 
Hanis. 

However, the most interesting 
feud is the one involving brothers 
Eddie and Doug Gilbert. Doug was 
angered that Eddie failed to show 
up for a recent card. When Eddie 
did arrive, he explained to Doug 


Sasaki maintained their strangle- 
hold on the IWGP tag team title, 
defeating Tony Halme and Rambo 
on February 16 in Tokyo. The New 
Japan card also featured junior 
heavyweight rivals Ultimo Dragon 
and Jushin Liger teaming up to 
beat Hiro Saito and Noboru 
Honaga. Also, Debbie Malenko won 
the Japanese women’s title, pin- 
ning Kuaro Ito on February 10 in 
Mumumoto, Japan. 

That's what’s happening. See 
you at the matches! Oo 


If you can answer the 
following questions, you 
could be the next 


$500 
winner 


Actual questions 


Which young WCW star is known as 
“The Natural’? 

1) Steve Austin 

2) Scotty the Body 

3) Dustin Rhodes 

4) Robert Redford 


Who portrayed Thunderlips in the 
film Rocky III? 
1) Hulk Hogan 


2) Lou Albano 
3) Jesse Ventura ; . fp 
4) Rick Martel Answer 7 consecutive wrestling trivia 


Which of the following wrestlers is questions correctly and you can 
“Ravishing’’? 
1) Ron Ritchie 


2) Dusty Rhodes 
3) Rick Steamboat 
4) Rick Rude 


True or False: Jesse Ventura was a 
member of the elite Navy Seals? 

1) True 

2) False 


How did you do? 


If you're up for the challenge and PLUS: WEEKLY WINNERS receive a one-year 
want to put your wrestling knowledge subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
to work, call now and go for the $500 Weekly. The cover price value is over $100. 
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For This service is available on both 
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This contest is sponsored by Advanced Telecom Services and London Publishing Co. in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated. No purchase necessary to participate Void in MN. NJ. LA 
GA and where prohibited by law. All unclaimed prizes will be awarded via a second chance drawing. The odds of winning are dependent upon the number of entries Complete rules and mail- 
in entries are available by sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O, Box 625, Devon, PA 19333, To win. answer seven consecutive wrestling trivia questions correctly 
and you automatically qualify for the monthly drawing for one $500 winner and a weekly drawing for one winner of a one-yeer subscription to Pro Wrestling Ilustrated Weekly The cover 
price value of a one-year subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly is $101 40 


wrestling, trips to the past are disap- 
pointing. This hasn’t been disappoint- 
ing. Midnights vs. Rock ’n’ Rolls. 

“Tt certainly gets the blood rush- 
ing,” Rick Morton said. ‘‘I haven’t 
been this excited about wrestling in a 
long time. You know, that was one of 
the great rivalries of all-time, and al- 
though I never liked those guys, I had 
to respect them. I still respect them.” 

The respect doesn’t go the other 
way. The Heavenly Bodies are talking. 
They’re talking down The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express. 

“Morton and Gibson are too old 
and they were never very talented,” 
Eaton said. ‘“‘We have what they’ll 
never have: guts and skill.” 

Maybe so. Maybe not. But in 
WCW, people are talking. They’re 
talking about the same things other 
people were talking about five years 
ago. And they’re saying the same 
things. 

Morton and Gibson vs. Eaton, 
Lane, and Prichard. Who’s better? 
Let’s find out! 

People are talking down in Texas. 
They’re talking about tragedy and the 
Von Erich family. They’re talking 
about Kerry Von Erich’s suicide and 
the grief Fritz and Doris Von Erich 
must be feeling over losing a fifth son. 

Yes, they’re talking. But the respect 
for the Von Erichs that once was so 
widespread is gone. The family has 
self-destructed. 

It is far worse than any soap opera. 

So people keep talking. In the 
WWF, they're talking about 
Yokozuna. They’re saying, ‘Can this 
guy be stopped?” And they’re also 
wondering what kind of man would do 
what he did to Hacksaw Duggan. 
There was no reason for it. Yokozuna 
is a sadist. Do we need him as WWF 
World champion? 

“Absolutely not,’’ said a WWF fan 
favorite. ‘‘That’s why every good man 
in this federation is banking on and 
supporting Bret Hart.’ 

This much seems clear: If Yokozuna 


56 


NO HOLDS BARRED 


(Continued from page 8) 


wins the belt, don’t expect him to lose 
it for a long time. We could be look- 
ing at a Sammartino- or Hogan-sized 
title reign. 

Of course, there’s the H-word. Ho- 
gan. Hulk Hogan. He’s back in the 
federation. And would we be seeing an 
old-time scenario if Yokozuna won the 
title, only to get vanquished by a seem- 
ingly overmatched Hogan? 


tle. Backlund held the belt for 5% 
years. 

There’s absolutely no reason Back- 
lund can’t win the title again. He has 
the skill and the determination. 

Besides, nobody expects him to win. 
He’s an underdog. Imagine that: the 
ex-champ’s an underdog. 

And wouldn’t you love to see Ho- 
gan vs. Backlund for the title? That’s 


Bob Backlund once held the WWF World title for 5/2 years and there’s no reason to think 
that he cannot win it again. The “All-American Boy’ has the skill and determination. 


Isn’t that the sort of thing that hap- 
pened throughout the past decade? 

Heck, come to think of it, I 
wouldn’t mind seeing it again. I’m no 
Hogan fan, but those were good 
times. 

Let’s keep talking. I noticed in Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated Weekly recently 
that, 15 years ago, Bob Backlund beat 
Billy Graham for the WWF World ti- 


the match we never saw. The Iron 
Sheik won the title from Backlund, 
Hogan won it from The Iron Sheik, 
and two eras of WWF wrestling were 
separated by this iron gap. 

Wrestling history won’t be complete 
until Hogan and Backlund meet for it 
all. 

Then you’d really see people 
talking. O 


When Hawk was offered the chance to wrestle w “ 
title, he jumped at the chance. Animal, his former partner, isn’t mad at him for doing so. 


thing away from the skills of 
Kensuke Sasaki, but why did you 
choose him as a partner after you 
said you had no desire to team 
with anyone other than Animal? 
Why didn’t you re-team with Ani- 
mal when you were ready to go to 
Japan? You were the one who said 
you wanted to take it easy for a 
while, but it seems that Animal is 
now the one who’s been left out in 
the cold.”’—Ty Whitney, Mara- 
thon, NY 

: “That’s a fair question, and I'll 
answer it,’’ said Hawk, who holds 
the IWGP tag team title with 
Sasaki. “I didn’t think I’d miss the 
sport ‘as much as I did, and I start- 
ed to get the urge to wrestle again. 
Animal was teaming with Crush at 
the time, and I didn’t want to dis- 
rupt that. A promoter in Japan 
asked me if I was interested in 
wrestling with Sasaki against Tony 
Halme and Scott Norton. I knew 
that Halme and Norton were 
champions, so the match would be 
a title shot. No wrestler in his right 
mind would turn down an oppor- 
tunity to wrestle with one of the 
sport’s best for one of the most 
prestigious titles in the world. I’ve 
talked to Animal, and he said he 
would’ve done the same thing. He 


eye 


ith Kensuke Sasaki for the IWGP tag team 


YOU ASKED US 


(Continued from page 16) 


doesn’t begrudge me. I hope fans 


like you don’t, either.’’ 
aK 


: “I have a question for my favorite 


wrestler, Barry Windham: Now 
that Dustin Rhodes has the U.S. 
title, and Brian Pillman and Steve 
Austin seem to be committed as a 
tag team, are you going to focus 
on winning a singles title? I really 
think you could win just about any 
title in the world.””—Brian Wiedor, 
Pittsburgh, PA 


A: “I’m glad you feel that way, Bri- 


an,”’ responded Windham, ‘‘be- 
cause that’s exactly how I feel. 
That punk Dustin may think he’s 
something special because he’s got 
the U.S. belt, but no one will be 
talking about Dustin’s U.S. belt 
once I win the NWA World title 
from The Great Muta. Now that’s 
a title with prestige and history, 
one that has to be defended both 
here and in Japan. Then maybe I'll 


come after the U.S. belt, too.” 
kkKE 


: “My question is for Richard Lee: 


What made your Moondogs 
change from evil to good? Did you 
have anything to do with it?”’— 
Marilyn Heston, Conway, AR 


: “I'd like to take credit for it,’’ said 


Lee, “‘because most of our success 
comes from my brilliant manageri- 
al strategy. I don’t think we were 
evil in the first place. We were just 
battlin’ and brawlin’, like any red- 
blooded wrestler would. But when 
we went after some rulebreakers 
just for the fun of it, the fans took 
a liking to us. As far as I’m con- 
cerned, we didn’t change at all. 
The fans just smartened up and 
started cheering for the ’Dogs.” U] 


: ee 


Manager Richard Lee maintains that his Moondogs haven’t changed at all. Rather, it is the 
attitude of the USWA fans that has changed toward the once-rabid rulebreakers. 
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CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 


(Continued from page 14) 


tense action, it appeared that 
Backlund had pinned Michaels 
and won the belt, but the referee 
informed the “All-American Boy” 
that the time limit had expired. 

In other bouts: Razor Ramon 
defeated Curt Hennig by countout 
... Yokozuna pinned Randy Sav- 
age after Mr. Fuji hit Savage with 
the flag ... Rick & Scott Steiner 
defeated The Beverly Brothers .. . 
Kamala pinned Kim Chee 
Tatanka pinned Damian Demento 
... Tito Santana pinned Skinner 
... Terry Taylor pinned Jim Pow- 
ers ... Jim Brunzell pinned The 
Predator. 


Shenandoah, VA (Correspon- 
dent—Timothy A. Walker): 
“Wild-Eyed Southern Boy” Tracey 
Smothers squared off against 
Smoky Mountain champion “Dirty 
White Boy” Tony Anthony in a 
non-title match at Page County 
High School. 

Smothers gained an early ad- 
vantage when he nailed Anthony 
with a dropkick from the second 
rope. Smothers followed with an 
atomic drop and a clothesline, 
which sent Anthony crashing to 
the canvas. Smothers then 
grabbed Anthony in a headlock, 
but Anthony tossed Smothers into 
the ropes. Rebounding off the 
ropes, Smothers caught “Dirty 
White Boy” with a shoulderblock. 
The impact sent Anthony tumbling 
out through the ropes to the are- 
na floor. Anthony recovered and 
returned to the ring, where he 
blasted Smothers with a 
clothesline. 

The action then moved outside 
the ring, where Anthony nailed 
Smothers with another clothesline. 
“Dirty White Boy’’ returned to the 
ring, where he tried to prevent 
Smothers from re-entering. A de- 
termined Smothers forced his way 
back into the ring and surprised 
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In non-title matches, Tracey Smothers has had great success against Smoky Mountain 
champion Tony Anthony. The “Dirty White Boy” should give Smothers a title shot. 


Anthony with a sunset flip. Al 
though Anthony narrowly avoided 
being pinned, he came back with 
a clothesline, which knocked 
Smothers over the top rope. 

When Tracey returned to the 
ring, Anthony nailed him with a 
neckbreaker and then applied a 
sleeperhold. Smothers somehow 
managed to squirm free and 
slipped behind Anthony, applying 
a sleeperhold of his own. “Dirty 
White Boy’ escaped and 
suplexed Smothers hard to the 
mat. 

The match degenerated into a 
brawl as both men began fighting 
outside the ring, where Anthony 
smashed Smothers’ shoulder into 
the ringpost. Smothers returned to 
the ring and was promptly met by 


a DDT. It looked like the end for 
Smothers, but he was able to 
power out of Anthony’s pin at- 
tempt. Attempting to put Smoth- 
ers away, “Dirty White Boy” then 
used the ropes for leverage and 
scored a three-count, but the ref- 
eree spotted the infraction and re- 
started the match. Smothers took 
advantage of Anthony’s confu- 
sion, scoring the pin and a popu- 
lar victory. 

In other bouts: The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express defeated The Heav- 
enly Bodies when Robert Gibson 
pinned Tom Prichard ... Killer 
Kyle pinned Brad Batten ... Bart 
Batten pinned Robbie Eagle ... 
Tracey Smothers won a $5,000, 
10-man, over-the-top-rope battle 
royal. 


Memphis, TN (Correspon- 
dent—Mark Mitchell): USWA 
heavyweight champion Jerry 


Lawler has tangled with just about 
everybody who has come through 
Memphis in the last five years, 
including WWF stars like Curt 
Hennig. But the one opponent he 
had not put his championship up 
against is Southern champion and 
perpetual pest Brian Christopher. 
Until now. 

As is normally the case in 
matches such as these, the feder- 
ation’s secondary belt was not on 
the line, which meant that Christo- 
pher had nothing to lose except 
some of his fragile pride. Lawler, 
on the other hand, had plenty to 
lose. In addition to the belt, his 
standing among the Mid-South 
Coliseum faithful was also on the 
line. 

The two men battled evenly 
throughout the match until Jeff 


USWA Southern champion Brian Ciaenoner came after Jerry “The King’ Lawler with a 
vengeance, but longtime nemesis Jeff Jarrett made sure that Christopher didn’t win. 


Jarrett, Lawler’s tag team partner, 
appeared at ringside. Jarrett, who 
has had heated feuds with Chris- 
topher, was toting a guitar belong- 
ing to The Rock ’n’ Roll Phantom, 
a rulebreaking USWA newcomer. 

Christopher was clearly distract- 
ed by the presence of Jarrett and 
lost concentration. Lawler, seizing 
the opportunity, came up behind 
Christopher and pulled him down, 
rolling him up for the pin and the 
victory. Christopher was livid and 
threatened Jarrett for costing him 
a shot at the coveted belt. 

In other bouts: PG-13 beat Dan 
Davis & Hurricane Huggins ... 
Eddie Gilbert defeated Doug Gil- 
bert ... Ron & Don Harris beat 
The Moondogs to regain the 
USWA tag team title ... Jeff 
Jarrett defeated The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Phantom by disqualification when 
Mike Samples and Bert Prentice 
interfered. O 
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Broncos, Blazers, 4x4s, Jeeps, Mercedes, 
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INTERNATIONAL 
BOXING 
England vs. Germany 


Undefeated Middleweights, Sue 
Catkin and Ricky Kumar fight 
for the Women's European 
Middleweight Championship. 
60 minutes 
$34.95 plus $3.00 postage 
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JUST FOUND: 


A VERY SPECIAL 
SELECTION OF 


PREMIUM BACK ISSUES 


AUGUST 1985 

WRESTLER teatures a four-page 
full-color souvent section high 
lighting 12 of the greatest ath- 
letes of the Wrestler years 
Also included are stories on: The 
Road Warriors, Magnum TA., 
and Terry Taylor 


JANUARY 1986 
WRESTLER includes a dynamic 
four-page full-color section cele- 
brating the 10 greatest wrestlers 
of the Wrestler years, Fea- 
tured in color: Bruno Sammar- 
tino, Ric Flair, Hulk Hogan, and 
Dusty Rhodes. Also included are 
Stories on: Ric Flair, Kerry Von 
Erich, and Tommy Rich 


APRIL 1988 

WRESTLER examines “Wres- 
tling's Greatest Day” with a four- 
page full-color. section including 
all the action of Starrcade ‘87 
and The Survivor Series, plus 
AWA and World Class spectacu- 
lars. Also included are stories on: 
Lex Luger. Tito Santana & Rick 
Martel, and The Midnight 


Over the past few years, these special issues of 
The Wrestler and Inside Wrestling have become 
coveted by collectors the world over. Now, in limit- 
ed quantities, they are available for direct delivery 
right to your mailbox at the incredible collectors’ 
price of just $5 each! 


WINTER 1988 

WRESTLER ANNUAL show. 
cases SummerSlam ‘88 in a 
breathtaking four-page full-color 
section. Also included are stories 
on: Adrian Adonis and Bruiser 


STIDEDZADD CUMDAW 
¥) PER pI FEW A H 


AUGUST 1989 
WRESTLER showcases 
SuperCard Sunday with a dy- 
namic four-page tul-color section 
featuring WrestleMania V and 
Clash of the Champions VI. Also 
included are stories on: Randy 


MARCH 1990 
INSIDE WRESTLING \ooks back 
at the decade of the 80s with a 
dazzling eight-page full-color sec- 
tion and a yearby-year review 
Also included are stories on 
Bobby Heenan. Ric Flair. and 


Brody. Don Muraco, and a Q & A 
with Lex Luger. 


DECEMBER 1990 iT 

WRESTLER brings you to |, vn t Sil h 
SummerSlam ‘90 with four pages usa err 
of full-color, including coverage of 
Hulk Hogan vs. Earthquake, The 
Uiimate Warrior vs. Rick Rude, 
and Kerry Von Ech vs. Curt 
Henng. Also included are stones 
on: Stan Hansen, Am Anderson, 
and The Ultimate Warrior. 


ONLY $5 EACH! 
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OCTOBER 1991 
WRESTLER was the 25th anni- 
versary celebration of the longest 
continuously published wrestling 
magazine. Highlights include: 12 
color pages of the greatest 
photos ever. a year-by-ear fe- 
view of the hot Wrestler sto- 
fies (1966-1991), and a ranking 
of the top 25 wrestlers of the 
past 25 years, 


Savage. Great Mita, and Ted 
DiBiase. 


JANUARY 1993 

INSIDE WRESTLING presents 
exclusive coverage of 
SummerSlam "92 and Clash of 
the Champions XX. Our staff 
photographers take you to Lon- 
don as Randy Savage battles 
The Ultimate Warrior and Bret 
Hart takes on Davey Boy Smith 
and to Atlanta as WCW cele 
brates 20 years of wrestling on 
TBS. 


Paul Orndortt 
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September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 
September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include; Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 


| THE WRESTLER 


Se eS ee ee nn. 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: | 
LONDON PUBLISHING CO. ONLY 
Nov7s (/APR82  coctss [ivaNe7 CiMAYss CSEPTS1 BOX 48 $3 00 EACH 
DEC 76 MAY62 |NOVS84 (/FEB87 JUNE 89 NOV 91 Ld | 
| JAN77 \JUNE82 fipece4 CIMAR87 [lJULY89 [)DECS1 ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 1 1571 
 FEBT77 JULY82 Janes CLAPR87 (ISEPT89 () JAN92 | 
| APR 77 AUG 82 Fepes ()MAY87 [)OCT89 [| FEB92 
| | yu? C ocrs2, apie c way e 5 becee petra] Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. | enclose $. ___ (U.S. FUNDS 
t c f { ; 
nov77 (NOV62 MAY85 [) AUG87 JAN 90 may92 ONLY)as payment in full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY | 
| pec7a DEC82 |) Jyuness LISEPT87 |I1FEB9O [J JUNE92 | 
[JULY 79 1 JAN 83 jJuLYss [octs7 CMAR90 JULY 92 
| 1 AUG 79 FEB 83 auGes ()NOV87~ [J APR90 AUG 92 Na : | 
FS) Sept79 © APR83 SEPT@s [DEC87 [/MAY90 (iSEPT92 me = = 
| (DEC 79 MAY 83 octss (JANes [i JUNE9O OCT 92 | 
Orepso JUNE83 Novas FEBss [IJULY90 [)NOV92 Act 
| Gomaneo CJULY83 pECEes = MARBB AuGs0 [pEcs2 Address = = _ P' | 
APRso [| AUG83 (> FEBgS MAYss (SEPT90 [J JAN93 
| CJUNEso |/SEPT83° fi mARes (iJUNE8s (1 OCT90 ) FEB 93 ; | 
MauGseo [OCT83 apres (CivuLyes INOVSO (/APRS3 City —_ — _ 
| CISEPTao (© NOV83 MAY 86 AuGss) =| | JANS1 | 
| Orepe: 0EC63 fiyUNEss [1SEPTes ‘FEBS! = 
OyuNes1 MAR84 [iyutyes (0cTss [MARS1 State = ip. a 4 28 | 
| canner : May os Saea se bed i wav at For all orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue to be sent boat mail, and | 
| Hocrs: YUNE& foctes (FEBs9  ‘IJUNESI $3.00 for every back issue to be sent airmail. Int'l money order in U.S. funds only. 
OJANe2 CO JULY 84 NOV 86 MAR 89 JULY 91 for delive 
OMARs2 ©SEPT84 (peces CAPR89 AUGSI Please allow 4-6 weeks ny. 


November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 

May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 

July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
loffs, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 

April 1988/Stories include: Bonus 4- 
page color section! Starrcade, Survivor 
Series, World Class. 

May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 

June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 

July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering. 


September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 
January 1989/Stories include: Kevin 
Von, Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 
February 1989/Stories include: War- 
riors, Ultimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy. 
March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, 
Flair, Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham. 
April 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs. 
Warriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 

May 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 

June 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair. 
July 1989/Stories include: Warrior, Ho- 
gan-Bra-vo, Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes. 
September 1989/Stories include: Flair- 
Funk, Piper, Demolition, Zeus. 
October 1989/Stories include: Hogan & 
Beefcake vs. Zeus & Savage, Hyatt, 
Hayes, Long, Embry, WWF Horsemen. 
November 1989/Stories include: Piper- 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Flair-Funk. 
December 1989/Stories include: Muta- 
Sting, Andre-Ultimate, Windham. 
January 1990/Stories include: Pillman, 
Hogan, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn. 
February 1990/Stories include: Sting- 
Luger, Gordy, Martel, Hogan-Brown. 
March 1990/Stories include: Steiners, 
Flair-Funk, Hogan-Zeus, Survivors. 
April 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Woman, Piper-Heenan, Travis. 
May 1990/Stories include: Sting & Ulti- 
mate, Bossman, Von Erichs, Hogan. 
June 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 


Rockers, Koloffs, Horsemen, Flair-Luger. 


July 1990/Stories include: Poffo, Dusty- 
Savage, Luger-Flair, Doom, Blanchard. 
August 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Embry, Demolition, Doom. 
September 1990/Stories include: Ulti- 
mate, Haynes, Luger, Doom, Tugboat. 
October 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Ultimate, Flair, Rich. 
November 1990/Stories include: Luger 
& Sting, Beefcake, Race, Steiners. 


BACK ISSUES OF x 


Don’t miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don’t 
delay—order today! 


January 1991/Stories include: Survivor 
Series, Sting, Beefcake, Flair, Woman. 
February 1991/Stories include: Sting-Vi- 
cious, Muta-Steamboat, Warrior, Hogan. 
March 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Piper, Cornette, Steiners. 

April 1991/Stories include: Hogan, DiBi- 
ase, Skyscrapers, Luger, Zenk. 

May 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Slaughter, Flair, Eaton, Sheik-Bobo. 
June 1991/Stories include: Hogan, 
Nastys, Sting, Flair, Cactus Jack. 

July 1991/Stories include: Flair- 
Fujinami, Nastys, Steiners, Savage. 
August 1991/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Luger-Nikita, Hennig, Poffo. 
September 1991/Stories include: 
Steiners vs, Sting & Luger, LOD, Cactus, 
November 1991/Stories include: Luger, 
Steamboat, Piper, Global. 

December 1991/Stories include: Flair- 
Hogan, Beverlys, Sting-Luger. 

January 1992/Stories include: LOD, 
Badd, Hughes, Roberts, Gossett. 
February 1992/Stories include: Flair, 
Simmons, Santana, Backlund. 

March 1992/Stories include: Pillman, 
WWF title, Rude, Mountie-Hart. 

April 1992/Stories include: Bearer, 
WCW magic, Hennig & Flair, LPWA. 
May 1992/Stories include: Flair, Ander- 
son & Eaton, Piper, Rhodes, USWA. 
June 1992/Stories include: Flair-Hogan- 
Justice, Gilbert, Warrior, Vegas. 

July 1992/Stories include: Rude, LOD, 
Madusa, Monsoon, Nurse Vanessa. 
August 1992/Stories include: Warrior, 
Bunkhouse, Undertaker-Roberts, Sting. 
September 1992/Stories include: LOD, 
Repo vs. Crush, Kleen, Freebirds. 
October 1992/Stories include: Bulldog 
& Warrior, Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Austin. 
November 1992/Stories include: Crush, 
Reed, Hennig, Sting, Rogers. 
December 1992/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Roberts, Simmons, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 
January 1993/Stories include: Ramon- 
Savage, Sting-Roberts, Disasters. 
February 1993/Stories include: Hart, 
Rick Steiner, Backlund, Austin 

April 1993/Stories include: Changing 
faces, Steamboat, Ramon, Tatanka 


u In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 


4 Because he is flanked i by the curvaceous Barbi twins, 
you may not notice that Paul E. Dangerously is boastfully 
cap aying his PWi 1992 Manager of ie Year Award. 


Harvey Wippleman who is also known as Downtown 4 The ‘Neoaeen ‘Mauler, after 
hoy reads of his = ee in Pro Wrestling ius 


«« Tony DeNucci, who has the USWA’s female fans swooning, 
strikes a pose upon his favorite tag team partner—his Honda. 


uate 


4 Ata recent boxing card in Westchester, New York, “Classy” 
Fred Blassie displays his anger at an entrepreneurial photographer. 


a se 


4 Road Warrior Hawk returns to his home state of Minnesota for a PWF card 
and stops to spend some time with a ecstatic young fan. 


Bi 4 : 


A Jesse Ventura may be called “The Body,” but these two 
young bikini-clad ladies would also wear the nickname well. 


“At the January NAPTE Convention in Las Vegas, Bobby 
Heenan isn’t happy about sharing the ring with two of his foes, 
announcer Gene Okerlund and WWF World champion Bret Hart. 


TOP 10 


BIG VAN VADER | 


404, Denver, CO 


(2) WCW World champion 


veel Naa 
(1) WWE World chai 


DUSTIN RHODES 


254, Austin, TX 
(3) WCW U.S. champion 


SHAWN MICHAELS 


220, San Antonio, 


(4) WWF Intercontinental champion 


JERRY LAWLER 

234, Memphis, TN 

(7) USWA champion 
BAM BAM BIGELOW 
368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 


(-) No. 2 contender: WWF 


CRUSH 


310, Honolulu, HI 


(-) No. 1 contender: I-C title 


STING 
Pele vente Beach, CA 


contender: WCW title 


TONY ANTHONY 


235, Bucksnort, TN 


(10) Smoky Mountain champion 
BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 


230, Memphis, TN 


(8) USWA Southern champion 


1 


RICK STEAMBOAT & SHANE DOUGLAS 
Combined weight: 461 pounds 
(1) WCW World tag team champions 


MONEY INC. 


Combined pee 492 pounds 
(3) WWF Wi 


STEVE AUSTIN & BRIAN PILLMAN 


a Utada pol tt Is 
(2) No. 1 contenders: W' 


THE NASTY BOYS 
Combined weight: 478 pounds 

-) No. 1 contenders: WWF tag 
RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
Combined weight: 483 pounds 
(4) No. 2 contenders: WWF tag 


THE HEADSHRINKERS 
ee weight: 520 pounds 
3 contenders: WWF tag 


THE HEAVENLY BODIES 


Combined weight; 445 pounds 
7) Smok: 


id tag team champions 


CW tag title 


y Mountain tag team champions 


THE ROCK ’N’ ROLL EXPRESS 
Combined weight: 453 pounds 
-) No. 1 contenders: SMW tag title 


THE MOONDOGS 


Combined weight: nds 
(8) USWA tag team oe cheaelels 


SHANGHAI PIERCE & TEX SLAZENGER 
Combined weight: 599 pounds 


Bam Bam Bigelow (-) No. 2 contenders: WCW tag title 
wcw WWF GLOBAL USWA 
World Champion: World Champion: North American Champion: USWA Champion: 
BIG VAN VADER BRET HART ROD PRICE JERRY LAWLER 
(C) 404, Denver, CO (C) 235, Calgary, Alberta (C) 265, Los Angeles, CA (C) 234, Memphis, TN 
1—DUSTIN RHODES 1—SHAWN MICHAELS 1—MIKE DAVIS 1—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(1) 254, Austin, TX (1) 220, San Antonio, TX (4) 243, Tampa, FL (1) 230, Memphis, TN 
2—STING 2—BAM BAM BIGELOW 2—BLACK BART 2—LEX LUGER 
(4) 260, Venice Beach, CA (-) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ (2) 261, Pampa, TX (-) 290, Chicago, IL 
3—BARRY WINDHAM 3—CRUSH 3—CHRIS ADAMS 3—JEFF JARRETT 
(3) 263, Sweetwater, TX (-) 310, Honolulu, HI (6) 228, Stratford, UK (2) 220, Hendersonville, TN 
4—MAXX PAYNE 4—YOKOZUNA 4—BOOKERT 4—EDDIE GILBERT 
(-) 350, lowa City, IA (2) 505, Samoa (-) 280, Dallas, TX (-) 222, Lexington, TN 
5—CACTUS JACK 5—RANDY SAVAGE 5—BOB DUNCUM JR. 5—DOUG GILBERT 


(9) 304, Truth or Cons., NM 
6—2 COLD SCORPIO 

(8) 222, Denver, CO 
7—PAUL ORNDORFF 

(-) 253, Brandon, FL 
8—CHRIS BENOIT 

(7) 218, Edmonton, Alberta 
9—THE GREAT MUTA 

(-) 245, Tokyo, Japan 


10—VAN HAMMER 
() 290, New York, NY 
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(6) 245, Sarasota, FL 
6—TATANKA 

(3) 260, Miami, FL 
7—THE UNDERTAKER 

(9) 320, parts unknown 
8—BOB BACKLUND 

(5) 242, Princeton, MN 
9—CURT HENNIG 

(7) 235, Minneapolis, MN 


10—DOINK 
(-) 237, parts unknown 


(-) 288, Austin, TX 
6—CALVIN KNAPP 

(-) 236, Dallas, TX 
7—JOHN HAWK 

(-) 265, Dallas, TX 
8—KILLER BROOKS 

(-) 284, Waxahachie, TX 
9—AWESOME KONG 

(-) 440, parts unknown 


10—JOHNNY MANTEL 
(8) 238, Dallas, TX 


(-) 265, Lexington, TN 
6—ROCK 'N’ ROLL PHANTOM 

(-) 245, parts unknown 
7—TOM PRICHARD 

(-) 240, Houston, TN 
8—JEFF GAYLORD 

(8) 288, St. Louis, MO 
9—DUTCH MANTEL 

(-) 224, Oil Trough, TX 


10—MASTER OF TERROR | 
(3) 235, parts unknown 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on 


MOST POPULAR 
STING 


260, Venice Beach, CA 

Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 
BRET HART 

235, Calgary, Alberta 

Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 
HULK HOGAN 


280, Venice Beach, CA 
Last issue: unrated 


CURT HENNIG 

235, Minneapolis, MN 

Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 
CACTUS JACK 

304, Truth or Cons., NM 

Last issue: No. 10 Most Popular 


THE UNDERTAKER 
320, Dallas, TX 
Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular 


CRUSH 
310, Honolulu, HI 
Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 


BOB BACKLUND 
242, Princeton, MN 
Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular 


RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 
Last issue: No. 9 Most Popular 


1 JEFF JARRETT 
230, Hendersonville, TN 
Last issue: unrated 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN 
Smoky Mountain Champion: 
TONY ANTHONY 
(CG) 235, Bucksnort, TN 
1—TIM HORNER 
(2) 235, Morristown, TN 
2—TRACEY SMOTHERS 
(1) 227, Atlanta, GA 
3—BRIAN LEE 
(3) 251, Los Angeles, CA 
4—NIGHTSTALKER 
(8) 306, parts unknown 
5—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
(4) 252, Boston, MA 
6—KILLER KYLE 
(6) 303, Atlanta, GA 
7—MONGOLIAN STOMPER 
(-) 270, Mongolia 
8—JIMMY GOLDEN 
(9) 235, Mongomery, AL 
9—RIP ROGERS 
(-) 238, Atlanta, GA 


10—RENO RIGGINS 
(-) 228, Los Vegas, NV 


MOST HATED 


BIG VAN VADER 
404, Denver, CO 
Last 


issue: No. 4 Most Hated 


YOKOZUNA 
505, Samoa 
Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 


BARRY WINDHAM 
263, Sweetwater, TX 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 


TED DiBIASE 
246, Omaha, NB 


Last issue: unrated 


SHAWN MICHAELS 
220, San Antonio, TX 
Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated 


TONY ANTHONY 
235, Bucksnort, TN 
Last issue: unrated 


7 BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
220, Memphis, TN 
Last issue: No. 6 Most Hated 
KEVIN SULLIVAN 
252, Boston, MA 
Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated 
LEX LUGER 


290, Chicago, IL 
Last issue: unrated 


DOINK 


236, parts unknown 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 


1 


Iwecw 
IWCCW Champion: 
TITLE VACANT 
To be determined in tourney 
1—JOE SAVOLDI 
(2) 220, Parsippany, NJ 
2—JIMMY DEO 
(1) 301, Blandon, PA 
3—TASMANIAC 
(4) 245, Tasmania 
4—L.A. GORE 
(3) 288, Los Angeles, CA 


5—TOMMY DREAMER 
(6) 245, Yonkers, NY 
6—NIKOLAI VOLKOFF 
(5) 280, Moscow, Russia 
7—THE NINJA 
(8) 277, Japan 
8—EL DIABLO 
(7) 246, Tocula, Mexico 
9—JOHNNY WILDSIDE 
(10) 285, parts unknown 


10—COUSIN LUKE 
(9) 336, Mud Lick, KY 


worrlost records for the ee 
each wrestler or tea, These ratings are compiled by the magazit be onth, 


on, and inherent skill of 


For period ended February 23, 1993 


ECW ECW champion—The Sandman; 1—Jimmy Snuka; 2—Don Muraco; 
3—Terry Funk; 4—Salvatore Bellomo; 5—Rockin’ Rebel; 6—Johnny Hot Body; 
7—Glenn Osbourne; 8—Ivan Koloff; 9—J.T. Smith; 10—Tommy Cairo. 


TWAS IWA champion—Viadimir Koloff; 1—Thunderfoot Il; 2—Stan Lane; 3— 
Preston Steele; 4—Tracey Smothers; 5—Ivan Koloff, 6—Tommy Rogers; 7—Colt 
Steele; 8—The Big Cheese; 9—Scott Summers; 10—Cousin Junior. 


TWF: IWF champion—title vacant; 1—Hercules Hernandez; 2—The Possessor, 
3—Chubby M.C.; 4—Greg Valentine; 5—Cliff Anderson; 6é—Rob Van Dam; 7— 
Chris Proctor; 8—Kendall Windham; 9—Nuclear Assassin; 10—Billy Brooks. 


PWAS: PWA champion—The Hater; 1—Charlie Norris; 2—Brad Rheingans; 
3—Lightning Kid; 4—The Punisher; 5—Randy Gusto; 6—Tommy Ferrara, 7 
Steve Berg; 8—Derrick Dukes; 9—Larry Cameron; 10—Billy Blaze. 


PW: PWF champion—ttalian Stallion; 1—George South; 2—Flaming Youth; 
3—Cruel Connection ll; 4—Star Ryder; 5—Scotty McKeever; 6—Austin Steele; 
7—Gentleman James; 8—Gladiator Il; 9—Russian Assassin; 10—Killdozer. 


USA: Championship Wrestling USA TV champion—Col. DeBeers; 1—C.W. 
Bergstrom; 2—Michelle Starr; 3—Bobby Blair; 4—Karl Pope; 5—Al Madril; 6— 
Billy Two Eagles; 7—Bart Sawyer; 8—Mike Winner, 9—Buddy Wayne; 10—Max 
Steele. 

WIN: WIN champion—A.C. Golden; 1—Av. Fritzoid; 2—Chris Candido; 3— 
Agent Orange; 4—Pain; 5—The Spider; 6—Nick Tarentino; 7—Adrian Hall; 8— 
Morgus the Maniac; 9—Lightning Kid; 10—Ricky Blues. 

WWE: WWC Universal champion—Carlos Colon; 1—Invader |; 1—La Ley; 
3—The Equalizer; 4—Rex King; 5—Mohammad Hussein; 6—Ray Gonzalez; 7— 
El Vigilante; 8—Victor Jovica; 9—Solid Gold 14 Karat; 10—E! Vikingo. 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


Managing a new top 10. When Hulk Hogan and 
Brutus Beefcake announced that they had hired Jimmy 
Hart as their new manager, it sent shock waves 
through the sport. Since that earth-shattering procla- 
mation took place, we figured it was a good a time as 
any to rate the top 10 managers in wrestling for the 
period ending February 23: 


TOP 10 MANAGERS 
1—HARLEY RACE 
WCW World champion Big Van Vader 
2—MR. FUJI 
Yokozuna 
3—JIMMY HART 
Hulk Hogan, Brutus Beefcake 
4—JIM CORNETTE 
SMW tag champions The Heavenly Bodies 
5—BERT PRENTICE 
USWA Southern champion Brian Christopher, Mike 
Samples 
6—HARVEY WIPPLEMAN 
Giant Gonzales 
7—RICHARD LEE 
USWA tag team champions The Moondogs 
8—RON WRIGHT 
SMW champion “Dirty White Boy” Tony Anthony 
9—PAUL BEARER 
The Undertaker 
10—HUNTER Q. ROBBINS Iil 
ECW/WWA tag champions The Super Destroyers 


Bubbling under: Slick (Kamala), Missy Hyatt (The Bar- 
barian), Nasty Ronnie (Mongolian Stomper), Gaston B. 
Means (The Bad Breed), Afa (The Headshrinkers). 

Analysis: Race now ranks as the top manager in the 
sport, as well as a manager of champions: He's led 
both Vader and Lex Luger to the WCW World title ... 
Fuji, an also-ran ring general in years past, has re- 


bounded in a big way with 

Yokozuna, the sport's top 

new star ... We can’t believe 

that Hart manages Hogan and 

Beefcake, either. Only time 

will tell if his intentions are 

truly honorable ... Cornette 

remains a focal point for the 

sport, recently leading Tom 

Prichard, Stan Lane, and Bobby 

Eaton into WCW. However, ts 

the “Louisville Slugger’ has - 

been having a hard time a Rave 

keeping his trio harmonious ... The rotund Prentice is 
clearly the most powerful manager in the USWA, with 
his prime jewel being Christopher, a true young super- 
star ... Gonzales is suddenly a feared man, and he 
should thank Wippleman for turning around his career 
fortunes ... Lee’s new Moondogs of Spot and Splash 
are constantly in the hunt for 
the USWA tag team title, but 
Ron and Don Harris have 
proven to be formidible op- 
position Wright, | the 
wheelchair-bound (by choice!) 
leader of Anthony, has kept 
his man on top of Smoky 
Mountain for months ... Rob- 
bins has pulled off a rare 
coup: He’s led his massive tag 
team, The Super Destroyers, 

to titles in two different ™""44 —- 
federations. Jertiny Hart 


We're outta here! Care to comment on our manager 
ratings or other aspects of our rankings? Send your 
mail to: “Ratings Analysis,” clo The Wrestler, Box 48, 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 0 
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For More Than 25 Years, | 

-) The Most Respected 3 ae Ee 

Wrestli ag i gee|_F-or nearly three decades, ~ 
rd eee © 4E WRESTLER 
ER e 2. scared has kept fans informed 

bout every aspect of the 

mat sport! Now, you cap. 
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Save up to 23% off the 
Tewsstand cover price! 
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e 


UPDATED EVERY MONDAY AND 


ILLUSTRATED ee eee 


rT kL F§ WN E 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
“|. magazine has all the inside information you want and it’s 
only a phone call away. 


If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, 
you'll hear it here first. 


To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call 
the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and you'll be the 
first to learn about . 


Exclusive news from behind the scenes 


Upcoming events 

Up-to-date results from around the world 
Title changes and transactions 
Up-to-date ratings 

Wrestler of the week 


Plus eo ¢ Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S. |-900-884-4P WI 
IN THE U.K. 0898 805 530 
IN NIRELAND 1990 151 805 


C@ ® This service is available on both 
(N rotary-dial and touch-tone phones 


* Cost per minute in the United States is $1.49 per. Cost per minute ir the 
United Kingdom is 36p cheap rate and 48p at all other times incl. VAT. 
Cost per minute in Ireland is 24p economy, 36p off-peak, 48p peak. 
Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
BCM Box 6424, London, WC1N 3XX 
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